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ANGOLA 


LUCIO LARA GRANTS INTERVIEW ON MPLA ANNIVERSARY 

Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 8 and 9 Dec 83 p 3 
[Interview with Lucio Lara: "We Need to Create a Cohesive Party"] 
{8 Dec 83 p 3] 


[Text] Comrade Lucio Lara, Central Committee secretary 

for organization and support for mass and social organiza- 
tions, recently granted an interview on the "Fighting 
Angola" program attended by all national information organs 
on the occasion of the 26th anniversary of the founding of 
the MPLA and the sixth anniversary of its establishment as 
the vanguard party of the working class. During the inter- 
view the Party Political Bureau member reviewed the status 
of the MPLA-Labor Party organizations and the discipline of 
their members; he also took other aspects of general interest. 
In view of its length, we present here today the first 

part of the interview given by Lucio Lara. 


Question: The anniversary of the founding of the MPLA and its establishment 
as the vanguard party of the working class is approaching on 10 December. We 
therefore asked Comrade Lucio Lara to give us a brief review of the status 

of our party's organizations at this time for the benefit of the entire mass 
of militants since the good or poor operation of the state and the mass and 
social organizations depends on that. 


Lucio Lara: It is indeed true that the good or poor operation sf the state and 
the mass and social organizations depends on the good or poor performance of 
the party; in presenting an activity review on the party's organizational work 
we must take into account the adjustment, the method, and the process through 
which our party constituted itself as a party. We did indeed emerge from a 
National Liberation Movement with long experience, we won 14 years of armed 
struggle and that was followed by several years until full independence and 
after that, by force of the objective necessities of our revolutionary process, 
that movement constituted itself as a party. Of course this process of es- 
tablishment as a party had a very special character; we did not found our 
party from scratch; we emerged from a liberation movement and for many years 
therefore this movement feature stood out in our own expression as a party. 








This means that the operating methods, the habits acquired by the party 
members, al] of that was influenced by the time of the Movement and that in 
turn consolidated the daily practice of the party itself, as such and as a 
party. 


We can say that this effort in one way or another, with all of the difficulties 
we are facing in the country and the colonial remnants, that process has 
developed positively and the party gradually became more and more of a party, 
increasingly aware of its historical mission as a party which, by definition, 
directs the state and the mass organizations. Of course, from the very begin- 
ning, as you all must remember, we had to face a movement which we called a 
movement of rectification to be able to go on to transform the movement into 

a party and we managed at that point in time to select that which proved to 

be the best in our movement, for the party. Of course, during that correction 
process, many comrades also entered the party as militants, as applicants, many 
times even without specifically knowing what their mission would be, what their 
duties would be, what the meaning of the party itself was and what party 
discipline really meant. For a long period of time which has ended only now, 
at the end of 1983, we were, let us say, busy consolidating the party. And 
consolidating the correction movement ite -lf means that there was a natural 
selection of party members. To this very day we have not really been trying 

in practice to increase the party's size, we did not really prepare for the 
party's growth, but the party did, to this very day, we may well say, with 
difficulty face those individuals who came out of the correction movement and 
who have diminished in number by now because many of them, for various reasons, 
such as temperament, religious remnants, remnants of religious beliefs, etc., 
felt that this was not good in the end, that is, joining the party was not 

good and the situation was not the way they had imagined it and therefore they 
many times said so, quite naturally and sincerely; well, we contirue to support 
the MPLA and the objectives of the MPLA-Labor Party; but we do not feel 

capable of being party members. We had to have this kind of self-selection, 
we, so to speak, had to have the kind of selection made by the party itself, 

a selection process which the cells, the party organizations, carried out in 
the process of their activities, in the process of their survival. 


Now enough time has passed to take a look at this settling process and to 
tackle the tasks of a party with all of the vigor urged upon us by the guide- 
lines cf the congresses we had, the party bylaws, the decisions which the 
Central Committee will make at the proper time, the decisions which other bodies 
such as’ the Political Bureau, will make during the time between Central 
Committee meetings and the secretariat will also be oriented along these 

lines; we thus have a flow of guidelines for internal party regulations already 
today and they enable us even now to look forward to the party's growth under 
normal conditions. This is what is now beginning to take shape; we might 
indeed say; The comrades must not overlook the fact that we have in practice 
just finished our base assemblies and during those assemblies we re-elected 

our officials, we admitted comrades who had been applying for militant 

status in a second round of promotions from applicant to party militant and 

new members have also been nominated for party membership during these base 
assemblies. Those were citizens who quite naturally applied for party 
membership or who were nominated for party membership. 














We can say that, right now, we have an apparatus that is ready to work. 

Until now, the party has been trying to play its role as a party. In leading 
the country, in running the government and the mass organization. Many times 
and for many years in what we might call an incipient manner, we had to say 
that, by virtue of heritage, a large part of our cadres are assigned to direct 
government activities so that they were not able to enrich the party since 
they did not have that much time to provide guidance for our revolutionary 
process in a party context and that applies not only to civilian and adminis- 
trative matters but also to the military and paramilitary forces. Little 

by little, the party imposed its guidelines and created the agencies necessary 
to control the implementation of these guidelines, We can say that the 

result of these party activities is a positive result and I believe that I 
do not have to bore the comrades with lots of statistics because that is not 
really wnat we are dealing with here, we are not dealing with problems of 
numbers; instead, in a very practical way, as you recall, we finished our 
correction process with about 30,000 members; today perhaps we have less; 
about 3,000 were screened out for one reason or another because they either 
selected themselves along these lines or because the party organizations 
selected them, 


We believe that we have a relatively small number of persons with whom to 
tackle the great tasks the nation faces today in allaspects; but that number 
is sufficient for the big upswing which is beginning at this time in the 
party's real growth, something which by the way we have not had until now. 

In some way, the party, gradually, through its experience, the experience it 
acquired as a movemert in which it already played a leadership role and after 
the experience which it acquired during those years atter its establishment 
as a party--in some way, the party has pefected its leadership methods. 


It is not easy for countries, such as Angola, which emerged from atrocious 
obscurantism caused by colonial oppression, which we are all only too familiar 
with, it is not easy to emerge from this obscurantism with a very small 
percentage of leadership cadres when it comes to taking over a country which 
is in a process of development, a country which potentially is quite rich but 
which is not really rich now, full of development projects, which are our 
projects, many of which have been started while others are still in progress 
and some are still marking time. We face the problem of war which is forced 
upon us by imperialism; in spite of this large number of tasks, the party 
kept training its own cadres, it kept gaining experience in managing society 
and it is today obviously better placed when it comes to playing this role 

in realistic terms. 


The party is increasingly assuming its responsibilities for the guidance 

and direction of the government as such. Where the conventional party 
mechanisms did not yield the best results, the decisions of the First Congress, 
of the Special Congress, the decisions of the Central Committee and the guide- 
lines which the comrade president issued and those from the Political Bureau-- 
they all helped the party work out the mechanisms necessary for running the 
state. You all know perfectly well that we have mass organizations today 
which, we can say, operate on the level of our continent, organizations which 
are quite important and which have a long reach. We have a womens‘ 

















organization which is held in rather high regard throughout the world, 

an organization which has much to do in the country, obviously, in terms 

of making itself stronger, although it has been an inestimable help for the 
great tasks facing the party and the nation. We have a labor union, UNTA 
[National Union of Workers of Angola], which has already organized its ten 
unions, At this time it is going through a rather rich period full of 
experience, in preparation for the congress which will be held in April and 
whicn necessarily had the permanent support and guidance of the party and 

whi. h proved to be up to the task of tackling the serious problems experienced 
by the workers, our workers, in view of the country's economic and financial 
Situation. We have an organization of pioneers, full of young people with 

a revolutionary and patriotic spirit, an organization that needs nothing more 
than a long training effort for leadership cadres, persons who are to act 

as guides for the sake of more efficient work with our children, above all 

in the schools. 


Along with these mass organizations, we can increasingly observe a growing 
tendency toward the organization of various social groups in the country. 

From the very beginning we had a Writers Union; we had organized artists and 
musicians and, right now, even the doctors, the veterans, as you know, are 
beginning to organize themselves; they are now drafting their bylaws. Finally, 
we have already planned the organization of other specialized sectors among 
our workers, such as economists, lawyers, and so on. 


We thus have this growing tendency toward organization; all of this helps 

our society in better exercising control over a series of activities, enrich- 
ing the training of our cadres, and helping the party in accomplishing the 
important tasks it faces. 


Along with this, we have organizations such as the Angolan Red Cross, which 
have gained considerable experience; this organization is now also planning 
to expand its operations along the battle fronts, among the fightingmen, as 
the war heats up. We have organizations, such as our Angolan League of 
Friendship with the Peoples which is very effective and which has contributed 
considerably to win friends for Angola and to develop friendly relations. 

So we can speak of this growing tendency toward organization which prevails 
in the country and which is always under the leadership and guidance of the 
party and which is being carried out together with the party. 


Looking at the government, this experience is more difficult, especially 
recently, but it is also much richer. !t was of course not easy for the party 
to run the government; our own cadres, the party cadres, the administrative 
cadres many times were not quite familiar with the limitations of their 
respective authority, of their spheres of activity, of the very meaning of 

the principle of leadership of society by the party; this is why some dif- 
ficulties were crested from time to time as to how to exercise that leader- 


ship. Sometimes some comrades in the party had a tendency to address then- 
selves to the accomplishment of tasks which were none of their busines3; that 
was true of the administration, in other words. the government itself; 

at other times, due to lack of experience, comrades; connected with government 
agencies, with the administration, did not readily accept the guidance 


given 


Pan) 








them by members of the various departments of the paicy handling fields which 
had been assigned to then. 


Today we can say that we have taken great strides along these lines and this 
perhaps was helped along by the urgent need facing the party for keeping 
closer tabs on governmert tasks. 


Besides, the war situation which the country is going through at this time, 
on the one hand, a situation which creates great economic and financial 
difficulties, on the other, contributed to the more correct practical im- 
plementation of this principle of having the state guided by the party. 

I am talking here, for example, about the emergency programs. As you know, 
the economic and financial difficulties which the country is experiencing 
have caused the People's Assembly to decide to adopt a series of important 
emergency programs which were assembled under the National Plan. 


These emergency programs, which the party wanted to poe coordinated by leading 
party members, especially by the party secretaries representing the president 
of the republic himself-and when these secretaries did not manage to take 
care of all of the programs, other members of the Central Committee were 
called in to handle this type of coordination. This was a tremendous help 
not only in enabling the party to keep closer tabs, to become more familiar 
with problems of government, thus viewing those problems with a more realistic 
eye, and sometimes they even understood the difficulties of government much 
better; but, on the other hand, this also was of considerable help to the 
comrades in the government, in the administration, as they tried, with the 
party's help, to solve problems which sometimes needed only party guidelines 
and for which we did not have a proper mechanism at the time. | 





This is all part of our activity review. 


We are not going to look at numbers here; we are not interested in statistics 
alone; what we want here is a review concentrating on the increase in the 
party's capacity in terms of its leadership role in society. This becomes 
very important at a moment as difficult as this one, a moment when our people 
really is, on its own flesh, suffering those extreme difficulties which we 
are experiencing, a moment when there is an ever greater need for a party 
militant, a party member, a member of the Party Youth, to feel responsible 
for helping and for contrivuting to the solution of these problems. 


Many times we also felt that one or the other sector of the party or of the 
Party Youth declined in terms of organization. When we tried to figure out 
the causes for this decline we often ran into the following argument; All 
kinds of difficulties, long lines in front of stores, shortages, anu so on; 
this shows that this is the place where the party must strengthen itself. 
This is why the party militant suffers and must suffer like the rest of the 
population from the consequences of the difficulties which the country is 
going through. But he must never allow himself to be beaten by these 
difficulties because it is up to him to overcome these difficulties; it is 
up to him to explain the reasons for these difficulties to our population; 
it is up to him to try to find solutions to the difficulties, that is, solu- 
tions which are within his reach. Basically, the party militant is an 








activist; we do not view the party militant and the party member as a 
bureaucrat. We consider the party militant to be an activist, a comrade 
who faces any problem whatsoever in sphere of action, in his area, and 
within his capacities; and he must make his full contribution to the solu- 
tion of those problems, 


We must help improve the organization as such and the organizational efforts. 
We are having supply difficulties; many times, the supply difficulties are 

not due to the fact that there are no supplies. Yes, indeed, we have shortages, 
but many times these shortages are due to lack of organization in the dis- 
tribution of supplies. Many times, supply difficulties are not due to the 
fact that there are no supplies; instead they are due to irregularity in 
distribution, to fraud, to theft, corruption, and diversion of supplies. 

Very often, the party militant may be informed as to what is happening but, 

as part of his easy-going attitude, he does nothing to solve the problem, he 
does not help report it because he does not want to be punished. We are not 
doing this to puvnish people; all we want to do it to improve the people's 
living conditions. It is this aspect which we think we must now improve 
greatly, not only in numerical terms, since we are talking about the party's 
growth; we must not look only at the party's numerical growth; it is very 
important to make sure that the party will grow in numbers; we must strengthen 
the party and we must have more party members who will work as activists. 

But this growth must be and will have to be in terms of awareness, awareness 
of duty, in other words, doing one's duty. That duty may be military, in- 
volving the protection of the population, it may call for reporting criminals, 
defending the interests of the population, reporting criminals, reporting 
traffickers. We must spring into action and we hope that this growth, this 
Stage which is beginning now, will bring the growth we need. This new period, 
which we think we are now facing, plus our experience as a party in the light 
of this activity review, means that we now have a possibility for the party 
leadership to work according to a plan during each year. It means that the 
party leadership draws up its annual work plar, a plan which covers all of 

its own tasks on the level of mass organizations, on the goverment level and, 
finally, on the level of all of the other organizations that are of national 
interest. This is the fruit of the experience gathered by the party and it 
must be perfected as we go along. 


Well, the party gained its experience in war. A short time ago we witnessed 
the creation of the regional military councils; a short time ago we witnessed 
the establishment of the first Popular Vigilante brigades. All of these 
actions are being guided by the party; they are the fruits of the experience 
which the party has been gathering in its activities and which necessarily 
strengthens our defense and the defense of the rights of the entire popula- 
tion. We expect the Popular Vigilante Brigade to do their job in stubbornly 
defending the interests of the population, not only in terms of defense, of 
territorial vigilance (including the local district, the city block) but also 
in terms of the people's life, the community problems which arise and in 
connection with which the brigades will be able little by iittle to gain 
experience. 


In general outline, therefore, this is the viewpoint from which, it seems to 
me, we must present our activity review on party operations as they relate to 


the way in which the government works. 








[9 Dec 83 p 3] 


This is the second and last part of the interview given on 
the party radio program "Fighting Angola" by Comrade Lucio 
Lara, member, Political Bureau and MPLA-Labor Party Central 
Committee secretary for organization. In this part Lucio 
Lara talks about the aspects of discipline and attitude on 
the part of each militant in reJation to work and social 
problems, the problems of the defense of the homeland, on 
the one hand, and in relation to the aspects inherent in 
party unity, on the other hand; finally, he touches on 
certain questions of party organization within the Defense 
and Security Forces. 


Question: After this brief activity review, w2 would like to know what the 
decree of compliance with discipline on the part of the MPLA-Labor Party 
members is at this time. 


Lucio Lara: This is a really interesting question which is not easy to 
answer. If we look at the report from the various base organizations and, 
then, those from the local work committees, from the city and the provincial 
committees, then we can say quite generally that it is normal, as we usually 
put it. But if we want to go more deeply into the problem of discipline, 
then we might perhaps have to present a few additional brief remarks. 


Of course, as I already had an opportunity to say and as we all know, the 
party member is an individual who adhered fully not only to a cause but to 

a cause with a certain set of regulations. In addition to the principles, 
there are regulations, there are bylaws, there is a whole series of legis- 
lation that must be complied with and for which compliance must be ensured. 
And if we were to conduct a deeper analysis, perhaps we might be able to say 
that, generally speaking, people believe that complying with rules of disci- 
pline does not mean treating discipline with scorn but simply not to follow 
the rules. And this is where we have much to say in all sectors, not only 
the sectors of the party but also the other sectors of the government, of 
the mass organizations, because all of us have found and have become accustomed 
to saying that people many times go wrong in one enterprise or another, on 
one job or another, in one party or government agency, or another, due to 
lack of authority. Many times this is not due to lack of discipline but 
rather due to lack of authority, because there is nobody who demands a sense 
of responsibility from those persons who do not follow the rules. On the 
level of government we have laws, decrees, and organizations which are 
responsible for making sure that those laws are observed and they have to 
punish anybody who fails to comply with those laws; we, on the party level, 
have very specific regulations that do not call for the use of force; they 
employ militant consciousness and they use the presence of party members in 
one place or another. Let us imagine an enterprise--and, why not, a party 
sector--where people do not report for work at the proper time. As simple 
as all that. 


If it is a party enterprise, if it *s a party place, that is quite strange 
and we think that the senior comrade who holds responsibility on this party 











sector level has the major responsibility in this respect. If it happens on 
the level of an enterprise, then, in addition to the section chief of that 
enterprise, we must also ask for an accounting from the party comrades who 
work in that sector. But this is not being done in general. There is, in 
general, a certain degree of liberalism (we use that term quite often); there 
is a certain kind of easy-going attitude which is employed when it comes to 
looking at anindividual's failure toobserve the rules. Let us say that a 
person is not putting in the necessary number of working hours and when he 

is admonished, when he is giving a warning, for a second or third time or 
even a fourth time--well, nothing happens. Let us say an individual makes 
some kind of mistake, he disregards disciplinary standards on the job and his 
immediate supervisor does not understand his function as a directly respon- 
sible person and this is something which has to do with administration. Now, 
what is the role of the party cell in such a case? This means that the party 
cell also has a responsibility in this failure to comply with regulations to 
the extent that party principles require that. The work of a cell, of a base 
organization, cannot be interpreted by the number of meetings which it holds, 
by those routine meetings, twice a month, along with study groups, with 
greater or lesser membership attendance, etc. This is not the place where 
one can evaluate the performance of a cell; and there is another tendency, 
even when we evaluate the operations of a base organizations in party terms: 
We adopt the wrong habit of evaluating the operation of that base organization 
by the way the meetings are handled or by the number of meetings that are 
held, by the number of persons attending and even by the number of speeches 
and remarks made by the comrades who are members of that particular cell. 

In evaluating a cell, we very rarely measure the contribution of that cell, 
of that base organization, of that party committee at the place of work in 
terms of the better functioning of that place of work. For example, the way 
in which it checks on discipline, the way in which it supervises the respon- 
siblity of a chief, be he a sector, section, or department chief, in relation 
to his subordinates, in relation to the work done, the manner in which he is 
aware of productivity in his place of work. 


Now, this is precisely one of the most important indications we have in 
evaluating the way in which a base organization functions. And if we look 

at the question of discipline in this fashion, then we cannot be as optimistic 
as the routine reports that reach higher echelon. Normal discipline! I 
believe that things are not yet normal in this respect; I believe that we 
still have a job of sensitization to do among the party members, among the 
members of the Party Youth, in terms of making them into party members who are 
responsible for the improvement or for the poor functioning of their place 

of work. This is one of the steps we can employ in this evaluation of dis- 
cipline. We must use other measures but we live in a capital city and all 

of us are proud of the condition of our capital--as a matter fact, I get the 
impression that it is filthy and you can see that for yourself. And when 
each of our party members, on his own street, for example, or on the streets 
near his place of work, discovers that there is carelessness, for one reason 
or another, that there is no cleanliness, that the officials responsible for 
this work many times are not committed to doing a good job--then what do you 
do? It does not seem tec me that we should ever have to get into these 

trivial matters; cleanup drive on the occasion of 1 December; cleanup drive 





in connection with 10 December; and cleanup drives for whatever else. We 

run the risk of even being ridiculous because it seems that our country's 
major concern at this moment is the filth which we are unable to eliminate 
and we use our festivities and celebrations to conduct a cleanup drive-~-and 
that is indeed a sad thing--when we should use those commemorations for 

acts of greater patriotic significance in terms of commitment to the fighting 
comrades, campaigns in suppport of the comrades who are in the front lines. 


The comrades who are in the front lines do not always have cigarettes, for 
example; nor do they always have playing cards (everybody likes *o play cards); 
nor do they always have checkerboards to play with (because the pieces are 
difficult to keep track of in the field); at this time, we murt think about 

the war, about supporting our young men who fight on the production lines, 

to improve production conditions, working conditions, and so on; we should not 
have to think of such lowly things as having to worry about cleanups because 
that would not solve the problem either. The people conducted a cleanup drive 
on 17 September and the city was dirty again on 18 September. That sort of 
thing does not solve any problem. 


So, what should our responsibility be in this respect? It seems to me that 
it is on the level of our local district, with the district authorities, with 
the party in the district and the township, with the OMA [Organization of 
Angolan Woman], with the youth of the township and with the place where we 
live, we should study solutions to help the administrative authorities who, 
basically, because of the difficulties we face, do not really have the means 
for tackling all of the community problems, for example, water. Sometimes 

a little stream will form because a pipe has burst and that sometimes goes 

on for a week or two weeks or more; the asphalt is broken up and there is not 
a Single militant (I would not even say official or responsible leader) who 
goes to the authorities to get that problem solved. I believe that we must 
view militant discipline from that angle. I ama party militant and I am a 
party member; I have duties toward the party and toward society. My duties 
are permanent. At every second, at every moment in my life, I have duties 
toward society. I pass a street where I see that there is some commotion, 
for example, a bread line; I have the duty to get together with my leaders in 
my district and find ways of organizing the line, getting some authority, 
making sure that the children will not suffer under these conditions. Looking 
at the schools, we see how they are sometimes plundered, demolished by 
bandits, by people who sabotage our revolution. All it takes is a minor 
effort, by a teacher or by the local population, who must be urged on by our 
party militants to improve the situation, to clean up the milk cans we see 
everywhere. All it takes is a minor effort. Proof of the fact is that our 
people is a really generous people and all you have to do is ask these indi- 
viduals for the good of their children and they will immediately go into 
action. Now it is up to us party militants to do our part. The way to measure 
discipline is through the commitment of the militants, the applicants, and 
the members of the party and the Party Youth in terms of their duties accord- 
ing to the bylaws, in terms of their duties toward society. Here is where it 
is necessary to realize that we have still much to do. 











Question: We have often seen the need for unity within the party as an im- 
portant factor in national unity and to strengthen the party itself. What 
measures have been taken in the effort to increase unity within the party? 


Lucio Lara: Many steps have been taken and many more will taken at the right 
time in an effort to improve unity within the party which necessarily will 
have its reflections on unity among the people. But we must view unity in the 
party in a special way. In other words, the party is not divided as such. 

We must create a party with a single thought. We are accustomed to saying: 

"A party must be monolithic. In other words, it must be as if it were made 

of a single stone. Well, that is not easy to achieve in our society and in 
the way in which the party was constituted; generally speaking, we have been 
making progress toward that goal. We must make sure that we never lose sight 
of the dimensions of our society, of its own evolution, of the conditions in 
which it developed, from a colonial society toward a noncolonial society, in 
other words, a society of independence but with a series of heritages, tasks, 
which even today are visible in our language, in our music, in our art; we 
have still not managed completely to break away from that and we must continue 
to make a great effort toward that goal. 


It is therefore very much in this context that we must forge and improve party 
unity which also depends very much on the need for debate. We really need 
debate, not that ideological debate which we heard during the time of the 
fractionists. An ideological debate without any ideology, without any guide- 
lines, this is the debate on our essence. 


Where do we come from and where are we headed? When we talk about the class 
struggle, we must be specific, we must know what classes we are talking about. 

We must seriously study our class condition and we must thoroughly study and 
know our people and the origin of these classes, the habits, customs, traditions, 
that is what we have to respect in these traditions and we must develop and 
maintain them and gradually, little by little, we must move forward, There is 

no use in struggling against whipping by ruling: “It is forbidden!" 

No! We must make sure that our society will really develop in terms of pro- 
gress, along the lines of socialism. 


This is why we really need great debates and those debates, as I see it, must 
be conducted on the level of the party structures in the party clubs, within 
the guidelines, the documents, and the recommendations which the higher 
organizations may be putting out at any particular moment; and they must be ex- 
tended to our youth, to the various aspects in the life of our people. In culture, for 
example, there is so much debate to be conducted, specifically, in literature: 
Who does the writing, what to write about, what the content is, what our 
literature today should contain and why there is only poetry. I have profound 
admiration for the comrades of the Young Literature Brigade and many of those 
comrades are trying to pass their impressions on to us, their impressions of 
the problems encountered by our younger generation today, 

because of the war, because of hunger, bec ase of the difficulties and in the 
light of indomitable will to win. We must awaken our youth in this debate, 
But how? History--where is our history? Who teaches classes on Angolan his- 
tory? On what and on the basis of what? And where is the debate on all this? 
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We must awaken the people. We have a history, our people is very rich in 
history. You can go fromCabinda to Cunene and you will find the deep traces 
of a history that is very rich in terms of archeology, for example, but also 
in terms of society during the 15th, 16th, etc. centuries. 


What are we doing to reconstruct our history so as to gain our true personality 
as a nation? In terms of music, for example, there is much to said. I am 
talking about unity here since unity in the party also has something to do with 
these aspects because I can enjoy, for example, soccer, but I might not enjoy 
the way in which some people play soccer. The comrades from the press talk 
much about sports and it even seems that they have already been criticized 

for that with justification. But there are other problems that are important 
(of course, that does not mean that sports are not important). Today we saw 

a magnificent rally by our pioneers, an expression of mass organization, which 
must also be debated. This debate must be conducted in terms of culture, 

and sports must also be debated in ideological terms, in terms of society, 

in terms of the class struggle and that is something we have yet to do. We 
must also implement and develop the informal talks which we have begun to re- 
vive recently. This conversation program must not only be conducted in the 
party schools; it must also be conducted in the enterprises, in all places of 
work and on the most varied topics, so that the people will get used to meeting, 
getting together, and forging unity, ideological unity of thought. That will 
enable us to have a monolithic party. 


Question: Can you tell us something about the party organization within the 
Defense and Security Forces? 


Lucio Lara: The Defense and Security Forces have been following the process 
of building the party ina normal manner. That was done in spite of their dif- 
ficulties, especially as regards the Armed Forces$ it is also true of the 
Security Forces. By virtue of their mobility, by virtue of their existence, 
by virtue of their operational processes and even because in the Armed Forces 
we have an overwhelming majority of young men who are more inclined toward 
being linked to the younger generation than to the party. 


But it does seem to me that this is a sector where, along with the work that 
is being done, along with the existing structures, we did conduct seminars, 
we did establish attached leadership commission to improve party work and to 
make it more effective; still, we think that much remains to be done here. 
This is so because this happens to be a very important sector in our life. 
Right now, the comrades involved in party activities in the Defense and Security 
Forces are correctly checking on the growth of the party and I believe that 
we will see tremendous advances in this sector likewise in the near future. 
But this perhaps will require more work, more dynamic efforts on the part of 
Party Youth because there is no doubt that this is a true youth sector which 
gives the impression that youth is not what it is in the Armed Forces, where 
as youth is heavily represented in the Armed Forces 
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ANGOLA 


HOSTAGES RELEASED BY UNITA ARRIVE IN JOHANNESBURG 


Lisbon O DIA in Portuguese 30 Dec 83 p 5 


[Text] Twenty-six hostages released by UNITA arrived in Johannesburg in a 
plane chartered by the International Red Cross Committee. Included in that 
group are 21 Portuguese, 10 of them children. The others are two Spaniards, 
one Uruguayan, one Brazilian and one citizen of Cape Verde. 


On their arrival in Johannesburg, the former hostages appeared to be in good 
health despite the fact that they had spent many weeks, and some of them 
many months, in the jungle eating canned goods and rice almost exclusively, 
according to a Red Cross Committee spokesman. These people are scheduled 

to leave Johannesburg today for their respective countries. 


Some of the members of the group had been captured by UNITA forces on 2 March 
in Katumbela, an industrial center in southern Angola, along with 66 Czech 
cooperation aides. Others fell into the hands of UNITA on 5 September. 


In an offical Foreign Ministry note, the Spanish Government yesterday expressed 
satisfaction over the release of two Spanish nuns who had been kidnaped by 
UNITA. According to that note, they were released yesterday morning in Cape- 
town, South Africa. The two nuns are Maria Teresa Romero and Julia Montero, 
who had been kidnaped last September. 


The note says: "The Spanish Government expresses great satisfaction over the 
fact and rejoices over the results of the intensive negotiations conducted 

at all levels, which led to a peaceful and humane solution to a matter of 
extraordinary seriousness." 


With regard to the release of Portuguese, we have not heard that the Foreign 
Ministry in Lisbon has issued any note. 
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ANGOLA 


PETROGAL EXCLUDED FROM BLOCK-4 OIL EXPLORATION 
Lisbon O DIA in Portuguese 29 Dec 83 p 24 


[Text] PETROGAL confirmed this morning that it had already been officially 
informed by the Angolan National Fuel Corporation (SONANGOL) that it had 
been excluded from participation in the exploration of Block-4 of the Angolan 
continental shelf but did not comment on the report. 


As our newspaper reported at the time, the decision had been made at the 
political level by the Angolan Government but was not officially announced 
in Luanda until yesterday. 


Already having a 10 percent participation in the consortium that was given 

the license to explore Block-l--comprised also of AGIP (Italian) with 50 
percent, ELF-Aquitaine (French) with 25 percent and Naftalin and Nattagas 
(Yugoslav) together with 15 percent--PETROGAL for a long time had been 
negotiating a 10 percent participation in Block-4. In the framework of 

those negotiations, in addition to the Portuguese oil company, a 20 percent 
participation by SONANGOL, 35 percent by BRASPETRO and 35 percent by Petrofina 
had also been envisaged. 


Block-4 is located off Ambrizete and has an area of 4,000 square meters, 
like the other blocks into which the Angolan continental shelf is divided 
for purposes of prospecting and exploration. 


At the present time, SONANGOL holds 51 percent of the operations group 
created for that block, the remaining capital being divided between Brazilian 
and Belgian companies. 


SONANGOL, a state unit created in February 1977, is the exclusive concession- 
aire and proprietor of all the oil prospecting equipment in Angola. The 
foreign companies associated with it for prospecting and exploration are 
considered contracting companies. 


The seismic studies already conducted as well as the existence of large 
deposits in the neighboring blocks lead to the belief that there are exception- 
ally high reserves in Block-4, the exploration of which is scheduled to begin 
within 2 years, although the companies interested in it first have to invest 
about $200 million in research work. 
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The decision of the Angolan Government is the natural response to the way 
this government and others that preceded it have acted with reference to 

the UNITA groups that operate freely in Portugal, a country from which they 
mount their propaganda operations, and not only that, against the legitimate 
government of Luanda. 


What happened now, which greatly harms the country's interests, was not a 
surprise. The surprise is that it happened only now. 


For PETROGAL the losses are more than obvious. Its participation in Block-4 
would have led to the Portuguese company obtaining the first resources of 

its own in terms of sources of energy. At the present time, PETROGAL is 
connected with Block-1 where a bore has already been drilled with "encouraging 
results," but Block-4 could represent an important addition because it is 
anticipated that it may possess great reserves. 


The failure of this operation cannot be attributed to the Portuguese company 
at all. The negotiations were quite advanced and could even be considered 
technically concluded in a positive manner. 


At the same time, there were already strong bonds of cooperation between 
PETROGAL and SONANGOL, specifically in the area of training of personnel, 
which could be expanded. 


Angola already produces about 6.5 million tons of oil per year but SONANGOL 
plans to raise production to 25 million tons within 5 years. 


In the meantime, contacted at noon, the Foreign Ministry did not yet have 
any position on the matter since it had learned about it only a short time 
before. 
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ANGOLA 


SITUATION OF 20 CZECHOSLOVAKS HELD BY UNITA DISCUSSED 

Lisbon O DIA in Portuguese 28 Dec 83 p 6 

[International service of NP, special for O DIA] 

[Text] Held for almost 10 months by UNITA, 20 Czech prisoners face problems 


in the Angolan jungle ranging from vitamin deficiency to psychological 
instability. 





The place where the 20 Czech technicians and engineers captured by UNITA in 
Upper Catumbela on 12 March of this year is not a prison properly speaking. 


Grouped two by two in grass and wood huts, they do not see bars or walls 
but only jungle trees in that base of Jonas Savimbi's movement in the southern 
province of Cuando-Cubango. 


But the Czechs do not think of escaping. Where would they go? The whole 
territory for many tens and even hundreds of kilometers around is controlled 
by UNITA. And at night they hear lions and other wild animals very close 

to their houses. 


"For us Europeans, the living conditions here in the jungle are extremely 
difficult. The hardship is the way we live, the way we are housed, the 
monotonous meals and, most of all, our health and our psychological condition, 
the prisoners told NP. 


"The worst is the uncertainty about the future," said Alexander Ivan, 54 years 
old, a translator and spokesman for the group. 


Ivan, who was operated on for a double hernia by the medical personnel of 
UNITA, declared that the operation went "quite well." Others suffered or 
still suffer from heart trouble, hepatitis, malaria, rheumatism, and bladder 
and kidney trouble. 


Chess 


The prisoners also mentioned a sickness "whose symptoms we were not familiar 
with in Europe." Several of them suffered severe colds accompanied by intense 
pains in the limbs. One of the cases lasted 7 weeks. 
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With "the uncertainty of the treatment they give us," they fear that it is 


"something more serious." 


But worse than the physical illnesses are the psychological problems. ''For 

me, the worst thing is not knowing how long we are going to stay here," said 
one of them. The isolation and the lack of news, the difficulty of knowing 

"how to pass the time'’ cause periods of depression that led some of them to 

face the possibility of suicide. 


The prisoners try to avoid those problems by "exercising methods of self- 
control" such as physical exercise or spending the time reading the 18 books 
which the International Red Cross brought them, playing "Mastermind" or chess. 


Some of them made their own chessboard and chess pieces. Peter Gregor, a 
3l-year old engineer and Jan Bezeg a 42-year old technician have already 
played over 800 games in the 9 months of captivity. 

But that is not enough to cheer them up. "We are very pessimistic," said 
Ivan. "On 14 August, a day we call black Sunday, a UNITA officer told us to 
prepare ourselves for 5 years. If we stay here that long, some of us will 
not return and those who return will not be worth anything to their family 
and society," he added. 


Few Hopes 


The possibilities of release are vague, especially after UNITA announced on 
22 December that they will free all foreigners captured except the Czechs. 


The initiatives of the Czechoslovak state with international organizations 
and the Angolan Government itself have not produced anything because thus far 
Luanda has refused to accede to the exchange for the UNITA military men held 
by the MPLA. 


The fact that Czechoslovakia has close relations with Luanda and therefore 
does not recognize the legitimacy of UNITA impedes the negotiations. 


On 2 December, the official organ of the Czechoslovak Communist Party, RUDE 
PRAVO sas forced to appeal to an undefined authority for release of the 
prisoners: "We ask for an end to the unjust and illegal captivity of 20 
Czech citizens and we ask for their immediate return home as an act of 
justice and humanity." 


While in the offices and foreign ministries the problem is not resolved, in 
the jungle, the Czechs are regretting one day having taken advantage of the 
opportunity to leave their country as a means of increasing their income. 


Having freely participated in a competition of the Politekna state commercial 
enterprise, these technicians and engineers found themselves caught in the 
middle of a war about which no one properly informed them in Czechoslovakia 
or in their country's embasssy in Luanda. 
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"The only explanation they gave us was that the war was in the south, not with 
UNITA but with the South Africans," explained one of them, in Portuguese. 


No Movement 


"They also explained to us or we learned later that in some places there was 
danger and one could not travel freely,'' he added. "They always told us that 
if we obeyed the rules, we would not have any problem." 


To prove that they did not know the war situation, they point out that some 
of them brought families from Czechoslovakia. 


Installed in Upper Catumbela under conditions which they said were the same 
as those of the Angolan technicians, they soon understood "that something was 
happening," although they felt "perfectly safe within the limits" of the 
complex. 


When they were captured "conditi.\s were worsening," said one of the prisoners. 


"At first, we used to go on outi s, long walks, but later restrictions on 
movement increased." 


Until now, in captivity, movement was a forgotten word. But a high-ranking 
UNITA officer recently promised them that from then on the 20 could get 
together and move about on Sundays, a freedom that will be implemented if 
everything goes well. 


At the time of our departure, they appealed "to everybody to support the 
efforts for our release''--a pathetic appeal when one considers the silence 
with which the Luanda government has responded to the UNITA proposal for the 
exchange of prisoners. 
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ANGOLA 


HOLDEN ROBERTO CRITICIZES MPLA, PRAISES PORTUGUESE 
Lisbon O DIA in Portuguese 21 Dec 83 p 12-13 


[Text] Holden Roberto, the founder of the Angolan National Liberation 

Front (FNLA) and leader of the movement that began the armed struggle against 
the Portuguese administration was in the United States recently, where he 
went to seek support for the task of the new liberation of Angola. 


Interviewed by the newspaper LUSO-AMERICANO that is published in California, 
Holden Roberto confessed his great disappointment. 


"What is the difference between the Angola administered by Portugal and the 
Angola of the MPLA?" the reporter asked him. 


Putting his hands up to his head, Holden Roberto said: "Dear God! The 
difference is between a radiant sunny day, containing all that was good and 
a dire, dark night. It is dominated by the Russians and the Cubans, who 
have nothing to do with our past, glory and culture. Angola is totally 
destroyed. It is necessary to reconstruct it. 


The reporter then asked: "What is the place of the Portuguese in the new 
Angola in which you believe?" The reply was calm and immediate: 'The 
Portuguese who left Angola will be welcome. They will have their place 
there. I hope to see them; I hope they return because they have a very 
important role. They are necessary. They will be the ones who will help 
us reconstruct that country which is ours and theirs. The Portuguese accom- 
plished an unequaled task. They had economic infrastructure without equal 
in Africa. In the course of my years of struggle, I became familiar with 
many countries in Africa and I never saw economic structures such as those 
the Portuguese left in Angola. We were the fourth biggest producer of 
coffee. We had great training and organization. I am not saying this to 
please. I was against colonialism, but facts are facts and the truth must 
be told." 


Holden Roberto then voiced criticism of the role of some of our "decolonizers" 
and stressed that "if the peoplewere not against the MPLA, it would not be 
necessary for the Cubans to be there. "That is why it is essential that the 
Russians and Cubans leave. If they do not leave, there will never be peace." 
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ANGOLA 


WORKING CARDS TSSUED, WILI, IMPROVE MANPOWER USF 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 7 Dec 83 p 1 


[Text] On Monday, Comrade Eduardo dos Santos, president of the MPLA-Labor Party 
and of the People's Republic of Angola, received Work Card No 1, which was 
bestowed upon him by Horace Bras da Silva, minister of labor and social security. 


On that occasion, the labor minister read an informal statement on the activities 
developed by his ministry to conduct the national labor force survey, which 

Will enable a more rational use of the manpower available to Angola, as recom- 
mended by the First Extraordinary Congress of the MPLA-Labor Party. 


Thus, as the labor minister's statement notes, the manpower survey has already 
been completed in 14 provinces, and the Labor Ministry has 334,122 workers on 
file, by branch of activity, age and educational level. 


In Luanda Province, which has more than 24 percent of the nation's labor force, 
[the issuance of work cards] began only yesterday, with the inauguration of 
the employment centers of Maianga, Sambizanga, Viana and Cazenga. 


According to the labor minister, the work cards will be used as controls for 
the labor force survey in the employment centers, on which will largely depend 
the success of the works now in progress in the country. 


The labor force survey as it is recommended will not only provide information 
as to the quality, size and distribution of manpower, but will contribute to 
more efficient planning, since it will provide information regarding the needs 
of the companies and government agencies, says the labor minister. 
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ANGOLA 


UNTA PROVINCIAL CONFERENCE ELECTS NEW REPRESENTATIVES 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGCLA in Portuguese 9 Dec 83 p 4 


[Text] The First Provincial Conference of the UNTA [National Union of Angolan 
Workers] of Kwanza-Norte Province, which began on 1 Lecember, ended last Satur- 
day with the election of a new Provincial Council, composed of 23 members and 

a 5-member secretariat, which will exercise its mandate for 2 years. 


The roster of the new directing body is headed by Pedro Manuel Cassua, who was 
secretary of UNTA in Zaire Province. 


The conference also elected 23 delegates to the UNTA Congress, chosen from unions 
in several branches of activity in the province. 


Among other documents approved during the proceedings, in which 80 delegates 
participated, were the draft reports on topics to be forwarded to the First 
UNTA Congress and the guidelines contained in the document for the productive 
sector from the party provincial committee responsible for increased production 
and productivity. Also approved were the internal program and regulations of 
the union organiztion and the report from the Provincial Council to the First 
UNTA Conference, with revisions. 


Party Coordinator Noe da Silva presided over the closing ceremony of the confer- 
ence. In his address on that occasion, Noe da Silva said that UNTA should increas- 
ingly fulfill its role of safeguarding the interests of the working masses, 
observing the guidelines drawn by the party. 


After a resume of the contributions of the union members during the first war 
for national liberation, Noe da Silva stressed that UNTA must make every effort 
to improve productivity, the only way to solve [the nation's] problems and to 
create the material conditions for scientific socialism, the goal set by the 
MPLA~Labor Party. 


Examining the counry's political-military and socioeconomic situation, the highest 
official of the province appealed to all the workers to enlist in the tasks 

of defense, to protect the revolutionary conquests, and to comply with the higher 
directives in their work places, because, as he said: "Society makes progress 

only if men work." 
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The party coordinator praised the offensive launched by the Regional Military 
councils against the puppet bands in the service of imperialism. He urged the 
delegates to the UNTA congress to discuss the event and the country's socio- 
economic problems in depth, and appealed to the new UNTA Provincial Directorate 
to continue to improve the work of the union movement. 


The conference proceedings were chaired by Silva Neto, member of the UNTA Central 
Council and first secretary of UNTA For light industry. 
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ANGOLA 


JMPLA CONVOKES SECOND PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 15 Dec 83 p 2 


[Text] The provincial committee of the JMPLA [Youth of the Popular Movement 
of the Revolution] has scheduled the second assembly for the province of 
Luanda for the 19th and 20th of this month. 


The communique sent to our editorial offices reads as follows, in full: 


“Twenty-six months have passed since the holding of the first provincial 
assembly of our members, when for the first time the members of the organi- 
zation in the province elected a provincial committee to head the organiza- 
tion, and dynamized its activity among the youth in the worker, peasant, 
student, government and other sectors. 


In this period, the young people and members in the province of Luanda have 
devoted themselves to carrying out the organizational, political and economic 
tasks making it possible to achieve satisfactory results in these sectors 
where the development of the organization and socioeconomic life in the pro- 
vince are concerned. 


The results of the assemblies already held on the base and municipal levels, 
mobilizing the whole of the membership of the party youth in the province, 
made it possible to correct and renew the respective leaderships, endowing 
the structures with greater strength, cohesion and confidence for future 
work. With the holding of these assemblies, the Luanda provincial committee 
of the JMPLA believes it has also taken the necessary steps in the process of 
preparation for the second provincial assembly of the membership. 


The holding of the assessment meeting on the various levels, provincial in- 
cluded, represented the implementation of democratic centralism, the guiding 
principle for the whole structure which makes it possible to combine central- 
ism with the broadest democracy in the analysis and free and collective dis- 
cussion of organizational affairs, such as to guarantee ideological unity and 
action by the members and the organization. 


As the highest organizational body on this level, the provincial assembly 
ordinarily meets every 2 years. Its essence involves the analysis of the 
work which has been done in the time elapsed and the election of the new 
leadership organs. 
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Consistent with the statutory principles and regulatory norms of the organi- 
zation, the provincial committee is scheduling the second Luanda provincial 
assembly of members of the JMPLA for 19 and 20 December 1983, with a view to 
strengthening and dynamizing the work of the organization and the increasing 
participation of its members. 


The general goals of the provincial assembly are: 


To discuss and approve the report of the provincial committee and its activ- 
ities, and to elect the provincial committee of the JMPLA in democratic 
fashion. 


A total of 190 delegates coming from all sectors making up the youth of the 
province will participate in the provincial assembly. 


The delegates to the provincial assembly include the outgoing members of the 
provincial committee and the delegates elected at the municipal assemblies, 
and representatives of the defense and security forces will also participate. 


The second provincial assembly of the membership will be held at a moment in 
the life of our country which is particularly difficult, being characterized 
by a massive increase in the aggressiveness of the imperialists, headed in 
the southern area of our continent by the bloody and racist regime in South 
Africa, which is constantly attacking the RPA [People's Republic of Angola], 
making our people willing to accept any kind of sacrifice in defense of the 
gains already won. 


Therefore the members of the GMPLA, doing honor to the second provincial 
assembly of the membership and faithful to the Central Committee of the MPLA- 
Labor Party and to President Jose Eduardo dos Santos, should continue to im- 
plement the guidelines and decisions of our party, carrying along with them 

the entire mass of young people in the fulfillment of the revolutionary tasks.” 


5157 
CSO: 3442/108 
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ANGOLA 


PORTUGUESE COMMUNIST PARTY EXPRESSES SOLIDARITY 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 16 Dec 83 p 2 


[Text] Oporto--Secretary General Alvaro Cunhal of the Portuguese Communist 
Party (PCP) reiterated his party's solidarity with the struggle being waged 
by the Angolan People's Republic for its total and complete independence. 
Speaking at the opening of the 10th Portuguese Communist Party Congress at 
the Crystal Palace in the city of Oporto yesterday, he said: “We voice our 
solidarity with the People's Republic of Angola and the People's Republic of 
Mozambique, which are particularly dear to the hearts of the citizens of 
Portugal.” 


A few moments earlier Alvaro Cunhal had said that “the historic defeats suf- 
fered by imperialism, specifically that in North America, in recent decades, 
show that the peoples are in a position to face up to it successfully." He 

spoke specifically of the independence won by the former Portuguese colonies 
and the other peoples who, united in the same ideal, have succeeded in free- 
ing themselves from colonial domination. 


Cunhal criticized the present government in Portugal, made up of elements of 
the Socialist Party and the Social Democratic Party, who stand with “all 
those who oppose the just rights, desires and struggles of the workers and 
the peoples.” 


In his speech of about 2 hours, the secretary general of the PCP condemned 
U.S. imperialism for pursuing the “provocation and support of the South 
African racists against Mozambique and Angola.” "U.S. imperialism is taking 
dangerous steps which may lead to a new world war," he went on to say. He 
cited such recent events as the war in and occupation of Grenada in order to 
impose a puppet government, the direct support and invasion of Lebanon by 
Israel, and the acts of aggression against Nicaragua, among other things. 


The PCP currently has 200,753 members, not counting the 25,000 members of the 
Portuguese Communist Youth. Its social composition is 57.4 percent workers 
and 77.2 percent workers and employees, proving that the Portuguese Communist 
Party is a party of the workers class and all the workers, Alvaro Cunhal 
said. 


In the view of Alvaro Cunhal, “the Tenth Congress is a new confirmation that 
the party is an indispensable force for providing a democratic alternative 
and rescuing the country from the crisis, and for resolving the serious 
national problems.” 
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Draft Resolution 


The draft political resolution of the Tenth Congress of the Portuguese Com- 
munist Party urges a prohibition on the activities of petty puppet Angolan 
groups in Portugal. 


[Line of text illegible in original], specifically that “Portugal should put 
an immediate end to any activity in Portuguese territory by terrorists and 
anti-Angolan, anti-Mozambican and other puppet groups, and should reject 
involvement in any plans of neocolonial inspiration.” In Portugal, indi- 
viduals affiliated with small Angolan puppet groups have pursued activities 
directed against the sovereignty of the People's Republic of Angola, through 
the holding of conspiratorial meetings and press conferences. The PCP fur- 
ther said in its draft resolution that “Portugal has a duty to demand the 
immediate withdrawal of the racist troops from Angolan territory and to issue 
a firm condemnation of the constant aggression perpetrated by South Africa 
against Angola, Mozambique, and other Front Line states.” Again on the sub- 
ject of southern Africa, the PCP voiced its “categorical” denunciation of the 
crimes of apartheid and in support of the struggle of the people of Namibia 
for their independence. 


The so-called "“Soviet-Cuban" threat in Africa or Central America, like other 
campaigns of disinformation and ideological diversion orchestrated by the 
imperialists, has the goal, among other things, of justifying and providing cover 
for the imperialists’ own policy of aggression, and concealing their own 
crisis, as well as diverting the peoples from their real problems, that docu- 
ment went on to Say. 


The draft political resolution of this congress, which is being held under 
the slogan “continuing April with the PCP" (in reference to the 25 April 1974 
revolution), has 10 chapters. Some of the more important ones deal with "the 
international situation,” “the Portuguese revolution and the counterrevolu- 
tionary process,” and “the coming battles for a democratic alternative.” 


5157 
CSO: 3442/108 
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ANGOLA 


BRIEFS 


NEW OFFICIALS FOR NAMIBE--Alcidio Pereira da Silva, assistant provincial com- 
missioner in Namibe Province, recently swore in Jose Gabriel Alberto and 
Fernando Domingos as municipal commissiones of Namibe and Virei, respectively. 
Fernando do Rosario took office as provincial delegate of theEducation Ministry 
and Paulo Joao Mulundo assumed the post of secretary of state for culture. 
Assistant Commissioner Pereira also installed new people's counselors in the 
district court of Namibe Province. They are Almeida Patrocono, Manuel Francisco 
Mbalo, Simao Francisco Katax and Acta Bras. Manuel Lunda was made province 
director of public health services and inspection. [Excerpt] [Luanda JORNAL 

DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 9 Dec 83 p 4] 6362 





PEOPLE'S VIGILANCE BRIGADES--A large number of Angolan workers have responded 

to the appeal to form Peope's Vigilance Brigades, according to the Angolan news 
agency ANGOP. ANGOP reports that, in the Central Plain, Huambo and Bie, about 
4,000 workers have enlisted in the brigades and have already begun military 
training. The agency also notes that the brigades assist the units of the ODP 
[People's Defense Organization] and the glorious combatants of the FAPLA [People's 
Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola] in the struggle against the puppet 
gangs and their bosses, the racist South Africans. [Text] [Luanda JORNAL DE 
ANGOLA in Portuguese 9 Dec 83 p 4] 6362 


UNITA WARNS, CAPTURES FOREIGNERS--In a communique distributed in Lisbon 
yesterday, UNITA reaffirmed that foreigners must leave the Angolan war zones 
and, in a demonstration of the dangers they run in those zones, revealed that 
its forces had captured 18 foreigners of Portuguese, Brazilian, Polish, 
Spanish, Japanese, Philippine and Italian nationality but did not indicate 
their respective identities. In the same document, that liberation movement 
said that on the 18th, it had attacked the Cacolo post, 125 kilometers from 
Saurino, capital of Luanda Province and the last strongholds of the MPLA 

in the Cazombo salient, and the towns of Lumbala Kakengue and Karipende, in 
Moxico Province. As an result of that operation, 106 members of the FAPLA 
and five Cubans were killed and a large quantity of weapons and ammunition 
and 11 vehicles in good condition were captured. Those operations also 
resulted in the capture of 11 soldiers of the FAPLA. Among the members of 
the Angolan Government military forces killed was Commander Fufuta. [Lisbon 
OQ DIA in Portuguese 21 Dec 83 pp 12-13] 8711 


CSO: 3442/224 
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LIBERIA 


JONES CAUTIONS COMPANIES NOT TO SACRIFICE WORKERS 
Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 2 Dec 83 pp 1, 10 
[Article by McGill Borbor] 


[Text] Labour Minister E. Sumo Jones has cautioned companies and concessions 
operating in Liberia not to finance economic recovery at the expense of 
workers. 


At the time of recession and economic difficulties, Minister Jones said, some 
Managements are induced to find solution to problems by means of declaring 
Liberians redundant. He said such practices will increase the unemployment 
rate in the country. 


Minister Jones was speaking yesterday at the formal opening of negotiations 
between Management of LAMCO and workers at the Ducor Palace Hotel in Monrovia. 


He noted that economic recovery should be to the benefit of the worker,s and 
the burden of such a recovery should not affect those who are already in a 
weak position. 


He said in order to set the economy of the country on a good footing, manage- 
ments should cease to use the options of redundancy, temporary and permanent 
lay-offs, and other methods associated with cost-saving measures in 1984. 
This he said government will not support. 


The Labour boss called on both LAMCO management and the Union to be flexible 
and tolerant in resolving issues during this period of economic constraint. 


He said there should be willingness on the sides of managemert and workers to 
"give and take", because entering into negotiations implies that whatever dif- 
ferences exist between two parties should be resolved by compromise. 


Negotiations between LAMCO management and workers are the result of manage- 
ment's realization that it was time to improve on the present wage and working 
conditions of her employees. 


The old contract which was contained in the 1978/79 Union-Management Agreement 


was to provide infrastructure, safety and health, training (education) and 
wages for workers and dependants. 
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According to the President of the LAMCO Mine Workers' Union, Mr. Aloysius Kie, 
$9 million was set aside by the management of LAMCO during the 1978/79 Agree- 
ment, but he noted that for the past three years, workers have not received 
any incentives from the company. 


He called on the management to negotiate in an atmosphere that will show em- 
ployer/employee relationship and not threat, intimidation or prejudice. 


LAMCO General Manager, Mr. John L. Pervola, noted that LAMCO's economic prob- 
lem was not different from that of Bong Mines and the Liberia National Iron 
Ore Company (NIOC). 


He added: "That was why the LAMCO management had to introduce several cost 


saving measures." He, however, hoped that the economic problem facing the 
company will soon be overcome. 


CSO: 3400/515 
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LIBERIA 


AHMADIYYA MUSLIM MISSION OPENS CLINIC 
Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 1 Dec 83 p 3 


[Text] The Ahmadiyya Muslim in Liberia has opened a modern clinic in Monrovia 
as part of its contribution towards the expansion of health delivery services 
to the Liberian people. 


The clinic, dedicated on Tuesday, is being operated by Dr. Naseer A. Mobashar. 
Dr. Mobashar worked at various medical centers in Pakistan, Ghana and the 
United States of America. 


Assistant Minister of Education for Administration, Mr. Lasanah V. Kromah who 
officiated at the dedicatory ceremony, extolled the efforts of the Ahmadiyya 
Muslim Mission in bringing spiritual, intellectual and physical upliftment to 
the people of Liberia. 


During the dedication ceremony, the Head of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Mission in 
Liberia, Maulvi Abdul Shakoor, said the establishment of the clinic is a hunm- 
ble start of a scheme designed by the Worldwide Ahmadiyya Muslim Movement to 
provide health care and quality education for the people of West Africa. 





He disclosed that the Mission presently operate a junior high school in Sano- 
yea, Bong County, and an elementary school in Largo, Grand Cape Mount County. 


Maulvi Shakoor Further disclosed that the Mission has established and operates 
about 150 institutions of learning in West Africa, including a Teacher's 
Training College and a Missionary Training College in Ghana. 


In the field of health care, he said, the Mission operates 19 well-equipped 
hospitals now tunctioning in Ghana, Sierra Leone, the Gambia and Nigeria. 


He thanked the Liberian Government for the high level of cooperation it has 
accorded the Mission since it was established here 25 years ago. He also ex- 
pressed gratitude to the Government for granting the permission to open and 
operate a clinic in the country. 


The dedication ceremony was attended by some distinguished religious and com- 
munity elders, including the President of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Mission in Li- 
beria, Alhaji Fatai Akani Odutola and the President of the Indian Association 
in Liberia, Mr. G. S. Gill. 


CSO: 3400/515 
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DOE FIRES HEAD OF LIBERIA PETROLEUM REFINING COMPANY 


Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 9 Dec 83 pp 1, 10 


{Text ] 


A new managing director has been appointed to head the 
Liberia Petroleum Refiaing Company. She is Mrs. Aletha 
Johnson, the recently appointed Financial Comptroller. 


Her appointment came on 
the heeis of the dismissal of 
Mr. Cletus Segbe Wotorson 
who headed the Petroleum 
Refining Company for near- 
ly three years. 

In a letter of dismissal 
Head of State Doe, who has 
been chairman of the LPRC 
Board since March this year, 
said he was taking the action 
because of his ‘‘dissatisfac- 
tion with the general 


deterioration of the ad- 


ministrative and technical 
situation within the com- 
pany.”’ 

The oil refinery troubles 
began earlier this year when 
their inability to adequatcly 
supply petroleum products 
on the market led to power 
Outages and the shortage of 
gasoline On the market. 

The Head of State dismiss- 
ed the Board of Directors 
and at one time he discovered 
the theft of gasoline in broad 
davlight. 

As a result he dismissed 
the entire security personne! 
at the Corporation. 

He had hoped, he said, 


that ‘things would have im- 
proved, but this was quite to 
the contrary.”’ 


Wotorson, as head of the 
Corporation, continued to 
preside over and promote 
‘‘unacceptable management 
practices’’ which contributed 
to the decline in general out- 
put at LPRC,’’ a release 
from the Executive Mansion 
salc. 

‘Instead of striving to im- 
prove the financial situation 
of the Company, he (Wotor- 
son) was proposing increases 
in his salary and those of 
other top personnel,”’ the 
Head of State said. 

Nir. Wotorson was, before 
April 12, 1980, Minister of 
Lands and Mines. After the 
April 12 Coup, he remained 
in the Ministry as Advisor to 
the then newly-appointed 
Minister, Mr. Willie Nebo. 

Several months later he 
was appointed Managing 
Director of LPRC. 

Mrs. Johnson brings to the 
managerial office of LPRC a 
wealth of training and ex- 
perience. 
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She was once a top ev- 
ecuuive at Mesurado serving 
as Comptroller and later one 
of its senior vice presidents. 

Mrs. Johnson described as 
a no-nonsense administrator 
resigned from Mesurado 
atter policy difference with 
the then President, Peter 
Jallah, Jr. She holds an 
NIBA’ degree and is also u 
member of the Nationa! 
Association of Accountants 
and the Association of MBA 
baxegulives. 

The dismissal of Wotorson 
represents the second head to 
fall in less than three weeks 
from top managerial posi- 
tions in Public Corporations. 

Peter Bonner Jallah was 
dismissed as head of 
Mesurado in November after 
he failed to keep the giant 
corporation from = going 
under. 

Meanwhile, the General 
Auditing Office has been 
authorized to immediately 
conduct an audit of the entire 
LPRC operations. 

Uninformed reports say 
that a number of public cor- 
poration executives are 
presently barred from leav- 
ing the country, and among 
them are reported to be 
senior executives of LPRC 
and the Liberia Electricity 
Corporation. 


CSO: 3400/515 
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LIBERIA 


CONTROVERSY BREWS OVER TEACHERS’ 'DUES' 
Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 28 Nov 83 p 12 


[Text] The Ministry of Education has denied knowledge of the deduction of $12 
from each teacher by the National Union of Liberia Teachers (NULT) as member- 
ship dues for the operation of the organization. 


But the Union's president, Saa Philip Joe, says Captain T. Kudah Jarry, former 
deputy education minister, gave the go-ahead to the Ministry of Finance to 
make the deductions when he was acting as minister in September. 


The Deputy Minister of Education for Instruction, Dr. M. Rosalita Roberts said 
in an interview last week that she did not know who endorsed the Union's deci- 
sion to take $12 from each teacher as annual dues through payroll deduction. 


She said that Union officials had not been to her office to discuss the deduc- 
tion and that no teacher had also complained to her about the deduction. 


However, a letter of protest has been sent to the Chief Education Uitficer for 
Montserrado County, Mrs. Julia Sherman, by the Kendeja High School teachers, 
demanding the immediate restitution of their money. 


Teachers at the William V.S. Tubman High School have also taken a similar ac- 
tion, but Union President Joe said this was due to lack of information that 
followed the resignation of the president of the MCSS Teachers Association. 


Dr. Roberts, on the other hand, observed that if a teacher belongs to an or- 
ganization and decides to pay dues for its operation, he should do so on a 
voluntary basis and not through payroll deduction. 


She said several teachers contend that they do not belong to the Union. 


When the Deputy Minister of Finance for Expenditure and Debt Management, Mr. 
John G. Besman, was asked to disclose the source of the go-ahead letter for 
the deductions, he too denied knowledge of the issue, but told our reporter to 
find out from the Bureau of General Accounting and the Electronic Data Pro- 
cessing department. 


Employees of the bureau and the department contacted for comment were 
non-committal. 
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Union President Joe later told the Daily Observer that Captam Jarry wrote to 
the Minister of Finance to effect the cut in October. About 11,000 teachers 
throughout the country were affected and the Union has received about 
$66,285.89 from the exercise. 


But disappointingly, Joe said the Minister of Education last Thursday wrote 
the Bank of Credit and Commerce International to freeze the accounts of the 
Union and transfer every cent to the Ministry of Education. 


Explaining how the deduction came about, Saa Joe said that the 1982 Gbarnga 
Convention of the Union resolved chat every teacher pay a monthly due of $1 
for the operation of the Union. He said the decision was taken to other 
teachers around the country. 


The Bopolu Convention last March, he continued, identified means of implement- 
ing the Gbarnga plan of action. A petition was sent to the Government that 
every teacher pay a monthly due of $1 to NULT through salary deduction by the 
Ministry of Finance. 


After the Bopolu Convention, the Head of State directed the Minister of Edu- 
cation to meet with the Union and discuss the implementation of their propos- 
als, he said. 


It was at that meeting that the Minister of Education informed them about $24 
travel allowance being given to all teachers, and that the Union should help 
identify teachers who will benefit from the scheme, Joe said. 


When the Minister of Finance asked authorities at the Education Ministry to 
confirm the genuineness of the $12 deduction, Joe said the confirmation was 
made by Captain Jarry. 


After that Union officials traveled around the country to explain further to 
teachers the dues system and its deduction through the payroll. 





The union president said he was surprised to learn later that the Education 
Ministry had denied knowledge of the deduction of the dues. 


He said there are some officials at the Ministry of Education who are against 
the unity of teachers, because the teachers may expose them for their unpro- 
fessional behavior. 


Asked how will the money collected be used, the union president disclosed that 
apart from running the national headquarters in Jallah Town, Monrovia, funds 
have already been disbursed for the operation of the Union's branches in the 
counties. 


So far, he said, those that have received their allocations are Maryland (424 
teachers), $1,206; Grand Gedeh (164 teachers), $492; In-service teachers at 
the University of Liberia (206 teachers), $618; and Sasstown (45 teachers), 
$135. 
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He noted that other counties will soon receive their allocations as there are 
still some cheques at the Ministry of Finance to be collected. 


Mr. Joe further revealed that the money will be used to implement the 
teachers' LPA system, teacher-exchange program and the loan scheme for 1984. 
Considering these plans ahead, "the money can't go into the Ministry of Educa- 
tion's account”, Mr. Joe asserted. 


Meanwhile, the Bank has asked the Union to get a clearance letter from the 
Ministry of Education before withdrawing any amount. The bank maintained last 
Friday that it will not transfer the accounts of the Union to the Ministry 
until the issue is resolved. 


The bank's request for the clearance, however, has been met with the anger of 
the union's president who contends: "During the time of the deposit, the bank 
asked for no letter of clearance from the Ministry of Education except the 
names of and positions of union officials, their tenure of service and signa- 
tures for withdrawal. Why should the bank now ask for clearance from the Min- 
istry of Education?" 


CSO: 3400/5115 
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LIBERIA 


WATER SUPPLY SYSTEM CONSTRUCTION AGREEMENT SIGNED 
Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 8 Dec 83 p 12 


[Excerpt] The Managing Director of the Liberia Water and Sewer Corporation 
(LWSC), Mr. Francis Broh, has disclosed that construction of a $2.2 million 
water supply system in Robertsport, Grand Cape Mount County, is expected to 
begin this month. 


An agreement to construct the water supply system, financed by the Republic of 
Germany, was signed jesterday between LWSC, Jospeh Riepl construction company 
and the Republic of Germany. 


Mr. Broh signed on behalf of LWSC, the German Ambassador to Liberia, Mr. Hans 
H. Freundt, signed for his government, while the General Manager of Joseph 
Riepl, Mr. Franz J. Fuchs, signed for his company. 


Speaking during the signing ceremony, Mr. Broh said the water supply system is 
expected to be completed by August 1984, and will be the nineth "outstation 
water supply system" to be built from loans given Liberia by West Germany. 


He said already eight water supply systems have been completed in Sinoe, Mary~ 
land, Lofa, Bassa, Grand Gedeh, Bong and Nimba Counties, including Kakata, 
Gibi Territory. 


He noted that the loan agreement for "this Robertsport water supply project" 
was signed in April 1983 in West Germany by LWSC's Board Chairman, Rural De- 
velopment Minister Yudu S. Gray and the German government. 


Mr. Broh said when the system is completed, it is expected to be equipped with 
two ground level water reservoirs that will hold a total water capacity of 
"95,000 US gallons." 


He added that the system will adequately supply the residents of Robertsport 
with water up to the year 2000, after which necessary expansion can be made 
depending on the growth of the city population and the demand for water. 


He said the feasibility studies for the project were conducted between 1972 
to 1973, but added that the project could not be implemented due to "lack of 
enough funds." 


35 











Mr. Broh recounted that the United Nations has declared 1981 to 1990 an 
"International Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Decade", while the Head of 
State has declared 1983 the "year of Water for Liberia" early this year. 


In response to these declarations, he said, LWSC will endeavour to provide 
safe drinking water and sanitary conditions "to our people"; but he said it 
needs the cooperation of the Liberian people and residents by paying their 
water and sewer bills regularly in order to meet the corporation's obligation. 


In remarks, West German Ambassador, Helmut Freundt noted that "all nations" 
are in the decade of "international drinkin water supply and sanitation", and 
promised his government's continuous assistance to LWSC. 


He said his government was happy to give the loan for the construction of the 
project. He added that the loan is geared towards promoting the bilateral 
cooperation between "our two countries." 





CSO: 3400/5115 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


MEETING WITH RSA, PORTUGAL OVER CAHORA BASSA 
MB171240 Umtata Capital Radio in English 0600 GMI 17 Jan 84 


[Text] In separate talks in Maputo, plans were made for meetings between 

South Africa, Mozambique, and Portugal. According to a report in the 

RAND DAILY MAIL the three countries will discuss the Cahora Bassa hydroelectric 
scheme which Portugal has funded and administered. The scheme had been 
sabotaged by the Mozambique National Resistance Movement and Portugal has 
suffered financially from the sabotage. 


In Maputo yesterday, South African delegates were confident that foundations 
have been laid for restoration of economic ties between South Africa and 
Mozambique. 


Meanwhile it is reported that power supplies will soon be resumed from the 
Cahora Bassa scheme in Mozambique. Soon after the scheme was completed the 
power supply was interrupted, but the general manager of the Electricity 
Supply Commission [ESCOM], I. D. van der Walt, says that the 1,400 megawatts 
ESCOM had contracted for in 1969 will soon be available to South Africa at 

an economical price. This will free the country from the financial burden of 
high-cost generating equipment. The transmission line from Cahora Bassa is 
300 km long and could earn Mozambique 50 million rand a year. South Africa 
will be able to get about 9 percent of its electricity requirements from the 
scheme. 


CSO: 3400/554 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


BRIEFS 


NEW GAZA PROVINCE RADIO STATION--The first local radio broadcasting station at 
the national level [a nivel do Pais] was inaugurated in Xai-Xai Province, this 
afternoon. The inaugural ceremony was presided over by Colonel Aurelio Manave, 
the provincial govermor, and was attended by Leite Vasconcelos, director 
general of Radio Mozambique, the director of the social communications depart- 
ment; and other officials from various sectors. Speaking on the occasion, 
Governor Aurelio Manave uiderlined the importance of the installation of the 
station for the purpose of social communications and said that it would contri- 
bute to the solution of the problems of the local residents. Aurelio Manave 
also said that the new radio station should devote itself to propagating the 
experiences and initiatives of the residents as part of political, economic, 
and social education. The director general of Radio Mozambiaue said during the 
ceremony that the installation of the station was possible thanks to the efforts 
of the workers of Radio Mozambique in support of the Frelimo Party fourth 
congress. Leite Vasconcelos added that the present equipment in the station 
does not fully meet the needs of the province for information coverage since 

it only covers a relatively small area. [Text] [MB171910 Maputo Domestic 
Service in Portuguese 1700 GMT 17 Jan 84] 


NETHERLANDS WHEAT DONATION--The Government of the Netherlands has given our 
country 5,000 metric tons of wheat flour, which is presently being unloaded 

at Maputo port. A total of 2,000 tons are destined for Maputo, while 3,000 tons 
will be sent to Beira. A source from the Ministry of Home Trade pointed out 
that the 5,000 tons of wheat flour represents the first consignment of food 

aid being given by the Government of the Netherlands in response to an appeal 
made by the Mozambique Government. Meanwhile, a source from the Netherlands 
Embassy in Maputo has revealed that his country will also donate vehicles to 
support the distribution of the donation to drought victims in Mozambique. 
[Text] [MB171750 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 1700 GMT 17 Jan 84] 


CABO DELGADO LEADER MEETS PEASANTS--Lieutenant General Alberto Chipande, head of 
Cabo Delgado Province, began a working visit last Monday to the District of Mueda. 
On the same day Lt Gen Alberto Chipande held a mass rally with the peasants of 
(Chipadge) Village, where he stressed the importance of national unity in the 
fight against underdevelopment in the country. The residents of the village of 
(Chipage) handed over 12,000 meticals to Frelimo party Political Bureau member 
Alberto Chipande, for the strengthening of the country's defensive capacity. 
Later, the leader of Cabo Delgado Province visited the village of (Chitonda) 

and (Magaia)'s war veteran center, where the local population gave the leader 

of the province over 2,000 meticals and some foodstuffs for the strengthening 

of the country's defensive capacity. [Text] [MB181330 Maputo Domestic Service 

in Portuguese 0430 GMT 18 Jan 84] 
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MANICA GOVERNOR ADDRESSES MILITARY COURSE--A political and military training 
course promoting the skills of officers of the Mozambique Armed Forces, FPLM, 
stationed in Manica ended in Chimoio recently. Speaking at the closing ses- 
sion, Colonel Manuel Antonio, the governor of Manica Province, called on 

the officers to fight the armed bandits without compromise. Col Manuel 
Antonio also stressed the need to sustain the unity between the people and 
the army that was forged during the national liberation armed struggle. In 
a message presented at the closing session, the participants in the course 
hailed the supreme commander of the Mozambique armed forces, Field Marshal 
Samora Machel, as well as the decisions of the fourth Frelimo congress on 

the fight against hunger and the armed and unarmed bandits. [Text] [MB200715 
Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 1800 GMT 19 Jan 84] 


EDUCATION DELEGATION VISITS USSR--A delegation from the Ministry of Education 
and Culture of Mozambique has been in the Soviet Union for several days on a 
working visit. The delegation, led by (Zafanias Muate), head of the Depart- 
ment of Schools of the Directorate of General National Education, has al- 

ready held meetings with officials from the ministries of education and culture 
of that socialist country. During the course of those meetings, the develop- 
ment of relations between Mozambique and the Soviet Union was stressed, parti- 
cularly in the field of education. [Text] [MB191700 Maputo Domestic Ser- 

vice in Portuguese 0800 GMT 19 Jan 84] 
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SEYCHELLES 


COUNTRY WANTS FOREIGN TOURISM INVESTMENT 
Victoria NATION in English 5 Nov 83 pp 1, 16 


[Text] PRESIDENT Albert Rene this week assured nearly 30 foreign journalists 
that Seychelles fully welcomed foreign investment in its tourism industry, and 
that there was a host of incentives to encourage such investment. 


Mr. Rene, who is also responsible for tourism, was speaking informally to 
pressmen from the United Kingdom, West Germany, Italy and the United States 
who left the country on Thursday after a week's visit here. The journalists 
were a special contingent that arrived aboard Air Seychelles' first interna- 
tional flight on October 27. 


Incentive 


In response to a question from a British journalist regarding the country's 
position on investment from overseas, Mr. Rene stipulated at the State House 
meeting that a major incentive which Seychelles offered was effective non- 
taxation, at least during the first five years that an investor in the tourism 
industry was in business. 


According to a report by the Seychelles news Bureau, the publicity arm of the 
Seychelles Tourist Board, the President told the broadcasters and newspapermen 
that the Republic had analysed its tourism industry carefully, taking into 
consideration social and environmental circumstances, and that it was not the 
intention of the country to attract many hundreds of thousands of visitors. 

"I don't think we should ever have more than 100,000 a year,” he said. 


On the airline scene, the President said that Seychelles would welcome pro- 
posals from international carriers to ply routes to the country. He said that 
in its search for a solution to the access transport dilemma, the country had 
spoken with several overseas carriers, deciding finally to go with British 
Caledonian Airways. 


Talking about tourism from South Africa, Mr. Rene told the journalists that 
Seychelles welcomed visitors from there as they had always liked coming to 
these islands and had always been greeted warmly. Indeed, he pointed out, so 
far this year Seychelles had hosted more South African tourists than ever 
before. 
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SEYCHELLES 


ADB APPRAISES FISHING PROJECTS 
Victoria NATION in English 23 Nov 83 ppl, 2 


[Text] A FOUR-MAN mission from the African Development Bank (ADB) is present- 
ly in Victoria to appraise a package of projects which will launch a proper 
development of Seychelles' expanding fishing industry. 


The delegation, led by agro-economist Chuku Dinka Spencer, is meeting repre- 
sentatives of various national bodies dealing with fishing and transport. 


Seychelles Industrial Fishing Authority (SIFA) Chairman Maxime Fayon has re- 
vealed that the projects, at the Long Pier, will include the construction of 
new infrastructures such as quays, processing plants, repair slipways, stor- 
age areas, fuel depots, ice-making facilities and workshops, all of which are 
vital for the proper development of both the traditional and commercial (tuna) 
sectors of fishing. 


New Fishing Vessels 


Another part of the fishing development package--estimated to cost R17 million 
--deals mainly with the construction of new fishing vessels at La Digue and 
Praslin boatyards. 


Stating that Seychelles was hoping to implement the fishing projects in six 
months' time, Mr. Fayon declared that the Government was hurrying to lay the 
support and servicing facilities of the industry to benefit the traditional 
fishermen, and to prepare for the arrival of large foreign tuna fleets in Sey- 
chelles waters. 


Most Important Sector 


According to Mr. Fayon, all these projects are intended to organise fishing on 
a firm footing as a base for promoting the industry as the most important sec- 
tor of the economy. In recognition of this, fishing, with all its potential 
to generate jobs and revenue, will be prominently featured in the 1984-85 
National Development Plan now being finalised. 


The fishing package Seychelles is submitting to the ADB for appraisal is the 
first stage of the mammoth and much-awaited East Coast development project 
which will involve the reclamation and development of the whole area from the 
port to the international airport nearly eight kilometres to the south. 
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EAST COAST PROJECT GETS FINANCIAL BOOST FROM NORWAY 


Victoria NATION in English 14 Dec 83 pp 1, 2 


[Text ] 


SEYCHELLES was 
yesterday granted R25 
million worth of con- 
sultancy work by the 
Norwegian Government 
for the much-awaited 
East Coast Development 
Scheme. 


The agreement, which has 
been described as a historic 
step towards the realisation of 
the project, was signed at Na- 
tional House yesterday aftcr- 
noon by Planning and Exter- 
nal Relations Minister Max- 
ime Ferran and Director Gen- 
eral of the Royal Norwegian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Mr. Herman Pedersen. 


Biggest project 


This biggest development 
project ever to be undertaken 
in Seychelles, consists mainly 
of reclaiming the coast from 
Port Victoria to the interna- 
tional airport; the construction 
of the new highway on the re- 
claimed land; the extensions of 
the port and installation of 
new fishing and _ boatyard 
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facilities. 


Dr Ferrari said after the 
signing ceremony that the 
Norwegian grant would pay 
for the consultancy services 
and the detailed designs for all 
the projects that would be in- 
tegrated in the huge East 
Coast Development Scheme. 


The Norwegian firm Nor- 
plan has been contracted by 
the Seychellois Government 
for the consultancy job and has 
already started its work over a 
month ago. The firm is pre- 
sently surveying the sea bot- 
tom in Victoria Harbour to 
test the coral formations in or- 
der to determine the best areas 
to be dredged. A big dredger, 
about the size of the one 
which filled in the interna- 
tional airport and New Port 
areas will be needed for the 
reclamation works. 


Economic benefits 


Commenting on the agree- 
ment, Dr. Ferrari said sav- 
ings could also pay for 
the purchase of vital equip- 
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ment to be installed on the ex- 
tended port facilities. Minister 
Ferrari stated that the East 
Coast Development Scheme 
would bring considerable be- 
nefits to Seychelles, since the 
project would add new in- 
frastructures for the expansion 
of the economy. 


The Minister could not say 
yet how much the East Coast 
Project would cost, although 
first estimates were in the re- 
gion of R300 million. The 
World Bank was expected to 
provide much of the funds af- 
ter it had carefully studied the 
economic importance of the 
project. 


At the signing ceremony, 
the Norwegian representative 
expressed his happiness that 
his country was once again as- 
sisting the development of 
small nations. 


Norway had previously 
helped Seychelles in other de- 
velopment sectors, particu- 
larly in the wood industry, 
petroleum research and other 
assistance through — interna- 
tional organisations. 
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FALLING PRICES HIT MAIN EXPORTS 


Victoria NATION in English 14 Nov 83 p 2 


[Text ] 


FALLING prices hit all of 


Seychelles’ main exports last 
vear with both the value and 
volume of copra’ exports 
tumbling by 25 per cent or 
more compared to 1981, the 
1982 Trade Report indicates. 


The price Seychelles 
received for its cinnamon bark 
dropped by nearly 15 per cent. 
fresh and frozen fish fetched 
nearly 10 per cent less per 
tonne in the second price 
decrease in as many years, and 
the price of coconuts fell by 
over four per cent. 


Philatelic material. which 
was the third largest export in 
1981. does not appear in the 
1982 figures. 


Copra 


The prices Sevchelles re- 
ceived for the different types 
or grades of copra in 1982 fell 
by over 13 per cent for cup 
copra compared to the year 


before. by over 28 per cent for 


first grade copra, by 21 per 
cent for the second grade and 
by over 35 per cent for the 
remaining copra. 
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Low 


The price of copra in 1982 
was the lowest since 1977 and 
28 per cent below the 1979 
record of R5.794 per tonne. 
The price of coconuts was also 
the lowest since 1977 and 22 
per cent below the 1978 figure 
of R1,196 per thousand. Fish 
and cinnamon bark both fetch- 
ed the lowest prices since 1978. 
The fish price was nearly 19 
per cent below the R14.439 
received for every tonne in 
1980 while cinnamon bark sold 
for 22 per cent less than the 
1974 high R4.757 tonne. 


Fortunately 


Fortunately, the volume of 
cinnamon bark exports shot up 
by over 93 per cent to 810 
tonnes after falling almost 
every year from 2.006 tonnes 
in 1972. The tonnage of fish 
exports also went up by a large 
margin of over 86 per cent to 
618 tonnes, six per cent less 
than the 662-tonnes peak of 
1980. The number of coconuts 
exported rose by 10 per cent 
to 321.500 compared to 1.3 
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million in 1977. 


The volume of copra ex- 
ports, however, tumbled by 30 
per cent to the lowest figure in 
over a decade. 


So while the increases in the 
volume of some commodities 
pushed up the total value of 
fish exports by 70 per cent 
from R4.3 million in 1981 to 
R7.3 million last year, of 
cinnamon bark by 67 per cent 
to R3 million from RIS 
million in 1981, and of 
coconuts by over five per cent 
to R299.000. the value of 
copra exports fell by 48 per 
cent from RI7 million in 1981 
to R&.s million a year later. 


This large drop was the main 
cause of the overall 26 per cent 
decrease in the value of 
Sevchelles’ domestic exports 
from 1981 to R20.3 million, 
the lowest sum in six years. 
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TRADE DEFICIT FELL 15 PERCENT IN FIRST 9 MONTHS OF 1983 


Victoria NATION in English 24 Nov 83 pl 


[Text ] 


SEYCHELLES’ trade deficit 
fell by 15 per cent in the first 
nine months of 1983 compared 
to the same period last year 
while the total value of imports 
decreased by six per cent. 

However, the value of 
domestic exports fell by a 15 
per cent, though re-exports 
rose by 82 per cent, according 
to the latest figures from the 
Statistics Division. 

The total value of imports 
from January to September 
was R453 million, R26.4 mil- 
lion less than at the same time 
last year. Food and live animal 
imports dropped by 16.4 per 
cent and manufactured goods 
by 17 per cent while the value 
of fuel imports rose by 21.9 per 
cent. 

Looking at the third quarter 
of 1983 after the introduction 
of higher customs duties and 
certain import restrictions, 
there were decreases in the 
import value of fuel, machin- 
ery and transport equipment 
compared to the two first 
quarters of the same year. 
There was a particularly sharp 
drop in the import of ready- 
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made clothes and accessories 
because of the higher duties. 

Up to September. machin- 
ery and transport equipment 
made up 26 per cent of im- 
ports, mineral fuels 25 per 
ceni and manufactured goods 
26 per cent. 

But while the value of min- 
eral fuel imports increased 
from R87.9 million last year to 


R107.1 million this year, home 
consumption compnised only 
R47.3 million, 9.9 per cent less 
than last year. 

The total value of domestic 
exports in the first nine months 
of 1983 was R11.6 million com- 
pared to R13.6 million last 
year, a decrease caused mainly 
by a fall in copra exports. Only 
700 tonnes had been exported 


up to September compared 


with 1,070 tonnes in 1982. 
However, the figures for the- 
whole year will show a marked 
improvement in copra export 
figures as 1,500 tonnes were 
shipped last October. 

The value of frozen fish ex- 
ports also fell by five per cent 
but that of cinnamon bark rose 
by 20 per cent. 
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The value of re-exports shot 
up from R48.1 million in 
January-September 1982 to 
R87.4 million in the same 
period this year. This was 
caused by an &4 per cent in- 
crease in the value of sales of 
petroleum to _ ships and 
aircrafts. 
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SEYCHELLES 


GOVERNMENT CONCERNED ABOUT 1982 TRADE STATISTICS 
Victoria NATION in English 2 Nov 83 pp 1, 10 


[Text] SEYCHELLES spent a staggering R641 million on imports in 1982--nearly 
R10,000 for every Seychellois--resulting in a record that underline clearly 
why the Government had to take serious corrective action this and last year. 


Meanwhile, the 1982 value of domestic exports of R20.3 million was 26 per cent 
lower than the 1981 total, 38 per cent down on the 1979 high of R32.9 million, 
and the lowest figure since 1976, said the 1982 Trade Report compiled by the 
Statistics Division. 


The value of re-exports also fell by 1.4 per cent from 1981 to R79.8 million 
last year. This was also 26 per cent below the R107.?7 million record of 1979. 


Faced with such figures at a time when tourism earrings had also fallen seri- 
ously, the Government increased the customs tariffs on a very wide range of 
goods, sometimes sharply, in November last year and July this year. Other 
items were put on the prohibited imports list as part of a bid to slash spend- 
ing on imports and boost local industry and production. 


Serious Measures 


Announcing the November 1981 measures to the nation, the Finance Minister, 
President Albert Rene, said that the unfavourable balance of trade was forcing 
the Government to take serious measures against importation in general and 
non-essential imports and foreign goods that could be produced locally in 
particular. 


Luxury Items 


Seven months later, President Rene spoke to the people again on the situation, 
saying that the country's level of imports was still too high and that every- 
one would have to make sacrifices to keep Seychelles’ economy in a healthy 
state. 


As in November 1981, the increases in customs duties and the banning of cer- 
tain imports were but part of a much larger and wider-ranging package of cor- 
rective measures. 
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The imports affected included such non-essential or luxury items as jewelry, 
cosmetics, alcoholic drinks, music systems, and cars; such product. grown, 
reared or made in Seychelles as vegetables, pork, cloves, jams, fruit juices, 
clothes and furniture; and items that could be subsituted like cereals and 
wheat flour. 


Biggest Market 


In all, the goods affected cost the country R183.3 million in 1982 or over a 
quarter of the total amount of money spent on imports. 


By August this year, when the July measures still had to take real effect, the 
value of imports was seven per cent or about R30 million less than at the same 
time last year, and the trade deficit had dropped by 18 per cent or nearly R69 
million. Re-exports were up 92 per cent but exports had fallen again, this 
time by three per cent. 


Of last year's imports, 18.8 per cent came from Seychelles' biggest market, 
the United Kingdom, with Bahrain in second place by providing 9.6 per cent of 
the Republic's imports in value. 


Developing countries provided 51.8 per cent of all imports compared to 56.1 
percent in 1981. 


Food and live animals accounted for 18 per cent of all the money spent on im- 
ports, with a total of R116.5 million. This coipared with 17.3 per cent in 
1981 and 17 per cent in 1979. 


Rice imports a’one took R19.5 million, compared R14.3 million the year before 
and to the previous high of R18.3 million in 1980. Fruit and vegetables cost 
R14.9 million, the same as the year before, animal feed cost R10 million, a 
million rupees more than in 1981, and meat preparations took another R8.7 mil- 
lion, less than in 1981 and in 1980 when such imports cost R12.5 million. 


The biggest percentages of money spent on imports went to machinery and 
transport equipment (22.2 per cent) and mineral fuels, lubricants and related 
materials (20 per cent). Imported motor spirit cost R12 million in 1982 com- 
pared to R14.4 million the year before, and cars cost R5.5 million (R6.4 mil- 
lion in 1981). 


Nearly R9 million worth of alcoholic drinks were imported (9.2 million in 
1981), and R106.2 million was spent on manufactured goods (103.8 million in 
1981). 


Pakistan took 43.1 per cent of Seychelles’ 1982 exports compared to 62 per 
cent the previous year, and Reunion bought 26 per cent in value compared to 14 
per cent in value compared to 14 per cent in 1981. 


Fresh and frozen fish exports brought in R/.3 million mostly from Reunion, R3 
million more than in 1981 but R2.3 million less than in 1980. Cinnamon bark 
earned another R3 million, 66.7 per cent more than in the previous year but 














R200,000 less than the 1977 figure. Though coconut exports rose by 5.7 per 
cent to R299,000 worth last year, all to Mauritius, this was still far below 
the R1.1 million brought in 1977. 


But the saddest news of all came in the copra exports figures that stood at a 
mere R8.9 million compared to R17 million only a year earlier and 20 million 
in 1979. By August this year the situation was even more dismal with copra 
exports down 47 per cent on the same period in 1982. This compared to a 21 
per cent rise in the fish exports value and a 14 per cent rise in cinnamon 
bark exports in the first eight months of 1983. 
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SEYCHELLES 


HEALTH COOPERATION STRENGTHENED WITH SEVERAL COUNTRIES 
Visit to Cuba 
Victoria NATION in English 22 Oct 83 pl 


[Excerpts] HEALTH MINISTER Esme Jumeau and Rehabilitation Director Monita 
Jumeau returned home yesterday highly satisfied with cooperation talks and 
fact-finding visits to medical establishments in Europe, the Caribbean and 
North America over the past month, and the recent Commonwealth Health Min- 
isters' Conference in Canada. 


At the delegation's first stop, Havana, talks were held with Public Health 
Minister Dr. Srgio del Valle Jiminez and Minister of the State Committee for 
Economic Co-operation Hector Rodriguez Llompart. As a result, a director from 
each ministry will visit Seychelles later this year and all Cuban health staff 
to be sent to Seychelles in future will learn English or French before coming. 
The two directors will investigate Seychelles’ exact needs in the health staff 
assistance and medical training fields. 


Minister Jumeau also explained in Cuba and everywhere else the delegation went 
that despite Seychelles' impressive progress in the social, and especially 
health fields, it still had serious problems to conquer, some of them partic- 
ular to these islands. 


"About five per cent of Seychelles' population suffer from bronchial asthma, 
between 10 and 15 per cent of the people above 35 years old suffer from hyper- 
tension, another large percentage of people above 32 years old suffer from 
diabetes, and at least one person in every 600 Seychellois suffers from a 
paralytic disease unique to these islands called Seychelles Paraplegia," Mr. 
Jumeau pointed out. 


Help from Cuba 
Victoria NATION in English 24 Oct 83 pl 
[Excerpts] THE recent visit to Cuba, Canada, the United States and Britain by 
Seychelles' top health and rehabilitation administrators included visits to 


dozens of medical establishments to compare Seychelles' progress in providing 
the best health care facilities possible for its people. 
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The delegation returned home on Friday generally satisfied with their coun- 
try's overall health care facilities. However, they were now also more aware 
of Seychelles’ continuing need for research and specialised treatment in such 
diseases as bronchial asthma, which is afflicting 3,000 patients or five per 
cent of the population; hypertension, which is suffered by some 2,000 people 
or about 10 per cent of the population above 30 years old' diabetes, which 
also afflicts a large percentage of people over 30; and Seychelles Paraplegia, 
a paralytic disease the cause of which is unknown and is reported to have af- 
flicted about 100 people. 


With officials at the Cuban establishments and the Cuban Public Health and 
Economic Co-operation Ministers, the Seychelles' delegation discussed in- 
creased staffing of Seychelles' North-East Point Rehabilitation Centre. The 
four Cuban specialists now working there need another four colleagues to run 
the sophisticated treatment centre at full efficiency. 


The possibility of Cuba's health establishments giving specialised treatment 
to Seychellois patients was also discussed. 
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CENTRAL BANK THIRD QUARTER ECONOMIC REVIEW 


Victoria NATION in English 15 Dec 83 p l 


[Text ] 








THE performance of the fi- 
nancial sector of the Seychelles 
economy in the third quarter 
of 1983 presents a mixed 
picture of successes and of 
some areas of continuing con- 
cern. the Central Bank has 
said tn its quarterly review. 
The months of July. August 
and September witnessed a 


further loss of reserves. of 


nearly R11 million, though the 
total so far in 1983, R37 million 
compares favourably with R56 
million in the same three 
quarters of 1982. 

Pill mid-1983, the report 
said. income from tourism lag- 
ged behind even the very low 
level of 1982. but a large in- 
crease In the current quarter 
has brought the income up to 
the level of the first nine 
months of last vear. The Cen- 
tral Bank review was hopeful 
that by the end of 1983. 
tourism income may continue 
to rise and was expecting bet- 
ter results in 1984 now that Air 
Seychelles has started weekly 
flights to bring in additional 
visitors from Europe. 


The review also noted that 
exports from Seychelles con- 
tinued to be weak during the 
third quarter. 

Payments for imports have 
been phenomenally low, by al- 
most R100 million so far, com- 
pared with the same period of 
1982. The review felt this 
partly brought some blessings 
because certain imports were 
being substituted by local pro- 
duce, but it also meant lower 
customs revenue to the go- 
vernment coffer. 


The Central Bank review 
also commented on the pre- 
sent low tempo. of the 
economy. especially tourism. 
which it said was affecting in- 
vestment, employment and 
revenuc. 


Among areas of continuing 
concern, the review stated the 
flow of a large share of 
domestic credit from the banks 
to the Government, mainly to 
offset the lower revenues from 
direct and indirect taxes. 

The review wrote lengthily 
on the concern for revenues 
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Stating that the recently intro- 
duced turnover taxes and in- 
creases in direct taxes and ex- 
cise duties would no doubt 
generate additional incomes. 
But it also indicated a need to 
consider some consequential 
restructuring of the pattern of 
revenues and expenditure now 
that the country was moving 
towards greater self- 
sufficiency. 
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SEYCHELLES 


BRIEFS 


SOVIET UNION DONATES FUEL--SOME 5,000 tonnes of marine diesel fuel are 
presently being pumped into storage tanks on Ste. Anne island as a donation by 
the Soviet Union to Seychelles’ fisheries and EEZ protection duties. The 
fuel, worth Rll million, was yesterday morning officially handed over to the 
Minister of Youth and Defence, Colonel Ogilvy Berlouis, by Soviet Ambassador 
Mikhail Orlov aboard the tanker Drogobych now anchored off the Ste. Anne 
coastline. The fuel is being pumped through a floating pipeline into huge 
tanks built on Ste. Anne during the Second World War and recently renovated by 
the Seychelles People's Navy. Minister Berlouis said that the donation would 
allow the navy's patrol boats to mount a more effective surveillance of the 
country's exclusive economic zone with more regular and longer patrols. 

[Text] [Victoria NATION in English 7 Dec 83 p 1] 


ARMY TEST-FIRES WEAPONS--TROOPS of the Seychelles People's Defence Forces 
(SPDF) this week continued their combined military exercises and tested the 
effectiveness of their weapon systems. The potent and mobile multi-barrel 
rocket launchers, BM-2ls, poured salvoes at targets at sea while other 
soldiers aimed their SAM-7s or Grails surface to air missiles, at bright 
flares in the sky. Watched by members of the People's Defence Council, the 
troops roared to the beach and quickly set up a command centre to monitor the 
enemy's movements and coordinate their actions for defence. As the enemy was 
locked into range, salvoes and ripples of rockets were launched at the target. 
Soldiers manning the SAM 7s sprang out from the bush and lorries and quickly 
took aim at targets sent up into the sky to show how close they shoot. Such 
military exercises, and SPDF spokesman said at Intendance, were aimed at 
continually improving the efficiency of the nation's coastal, sea and air 
defences. This exercise was also aimed at improving the coordination of the 
different defence installations along Mahe's coastline to give early warning 
and to take the necessary counter-actions. The spokesman recalled the state- 
ment published early this week on the discovery of yet another foreign-based 
plot to attack Seychelles, which said that the people and their defence forces 
were now well-equipped and prepared to counter all plots and repulse all ag- 
gressions from any quarter. [Text] [Victoria NATION in English 9 Dec 83 p 12] 


NEW INTEREST RATES--OFFICIAL deposit and lending rates for commercial banks 
will go up by 1.5 percent on November 1 this year in a bid to increase sav- 
ings, reduce borrowings and relieve pressure on Seychelles’ balance of pay- 
ments. The Central Bank of Seychelles announced that the new interest rate 
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structure was worked out in agreement with the commercial banks. ‘This mea- 
sure is intended to promote domesti savings...discourage non-essential 
borrowings from the commercial banks,...(and) will help to relieve the cur- 
rent pressures on the country's balance of payments", a Central Bank press 
release said. However, the statement added, the rates would be constantly 
reviewed and reduced when conditions improved. The communique did not give 
details of the new rates, saying that these could be obtained from the com- 
mercial banks. A spokesman for Barclays Bank International said that the 
official minimum lending rate would be raised from 11.5 per cent and the 
maximum rate from 14.5 per cent to 16 per cent. The commercial banks would be 
free to set their own respective rates within the limits set by the Central 
Bank, Barclays said. The minimum rate for deposits will be raised from 6.5 
per cent to eight per cent but there will be no maximum rate as this will be 
left to the banks to negotiate. The Central Bank's predecessor, the Sey- 
chelles Monetary Authority, said in its 1982 and last review of the country's 
economy that this year Seychelles would have to carefully monitor loans and 
advances to all sectors. The report noted that unless there was a marked 
growth in tourism and investments, deposits might grow only slowly. To raise 
the level of investments higher, domestic as well as foreign savings would be 
needed. [Text] [Victoria NATION in English 26 Oct 83 pp l, 2] 


CUBAN WOMEN IMPRESS SWA VISITOR--A SEYCHELLES Women's Association representa- 
tive returned home from Cuba last week-end highly impressed with the achieve- 
ments, unity and discipline of Cuban women. Mrs. Marlene Lionnet, a member of 
the SWA National Committee, told Seychelles Agence Presse that Cuban women de- 
served to be praised for their motivation in contributing towards the develop- 
ment of their country. During her two-week familiarisation tour at the invi- 
tation of the Women's Federation of Cuba, Mrs Lionnet visited many women's 
institutions, including the Federation's school where an SWA official is pres- 
ently studying. Mrs. Lionnet was especially interested by way the Women's 
Federation worked. Instead of having district committees as in Seychelles, 
there were blocks in which somen specialised in various activities. Using the 
health block as an example, Mrs. Lionnet explained that the members of the 
block learned how to administer injections, deal with less serious illnesses 
and look after the welfare of the people in general, all on a voluntary basis. 
The SWA representative also visited a women's magazine and the "Isle of Youth" 
where she watched women at work in a ceramic factory. Summing up all she had 
seen, Mrs. Lionnet said that it was clear that through unity, determination 
and discipline a country could attain a lot. [Text] [Victoria NATION in Eng- 
lish 9 Nov 83 pp l, 2] 


SOVLET CEMENT ARRIVES--THE FIRST of two consignments of cement, together worth 
over R5 million, was officially handed over to the Seychelles Government on 
Saturday by the Soviet Union. The cement is part of over R36 million worth of 
donations by the Soviet Government this year to Seychelles’ economic develop- 
ment efforts. The carto of 4,000 tonnes of cement arrived in Port Victoria 
aboard the freighter Aleksandravask Leningrad on Friday. It was officially 
accepted for the Seychelles Government on Saturday morning by National Devel- 
opment Minister Jacques Hodoul who, accompanied by Soviet Ambassador to Sey- 
chelles Mikhail Orlov, watched the cargo being unloaded at Mahe Quay. Another 
6,000 tonnes are expected next month along with heavy construction equipment. 








Earlier this year, in a series of agreements signed in Victoria, the Soviet 
Government not only promised Seychelles the R.6 million worth of cement, but 
also over Rll million worth diesel fuel and nearly R20 million worth of heavy 
earth-moving and construction equipment. The newly arrived cement will be 
used by parastatal companies and government departments and divisions for the 
development of housing, the outer islands, roadworks, community facilities and 
other infrastructural projects. [Text] [Victoria NATION in English 7 Nov 83 

p 1] 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


ARTICLE EXAMINES COUNTRY'S TIES WITH UNITED STATES 


Pretoria BEELD in Afrikaans 6 Dec 83 p 21 


/Article by H. J. Grosskopf: "Yoke in 1984 Possibly Tighter"/ 


/Text/ An interesting year lies ahead between America and South Africa--in 
all probability a year of greater tensions. 


The reason for both expectations is domestic politics: we, who are implementing 
a new constitution, the Yanks who are electing a president, an entire House of 
Representatives and a third of their Senate. 





And then there is SWA, perhaps the biggest reason. 


International interest in southern Africa has increased sharply over the last 
few years. In America this has also caused fallout in domestic politics. 


We are here, as in no other country, a factor in those party politics. The 
reason is that the Reagan administration, as no other Western government is 
following a reasonably consistent policy in southern Africa. 


It is not a pro-South African policy, nor an anti-South African policy. As 
far as possible, America is trying to remain neutral in southern Africa's 
troubles, naturally without scrapping its own interests or excusing aspects of 
our policy which completely run counter to the American tradition. 


It is easy to see that, for South Africa, this "constructive engagement" has 
definite advantages over the confrontation of the Carter years. It is more 
difficult to see the advantages that the policy has already had for Uncle Sam. 


Constructive engagement is increasingly coming under fire, primarily by 
politicians who do not entirely understand what the nuanced policy is about and 
are in a hurry because there is an election begin held within a year. 


In the time leading up to the election we will increasingly become a factor, 
and not only among the wild Democrats. 


It is the present administration that strongly protested what happened with the 


blacks of Mogopa. It is relevant that it has equally protested events in 
Zimbabwe. 
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It was also the senior Republican on the House subcommittee on Africa, a 
conservative Reagan man, who signed a protest letter to Prime Minister P. W. 
Botha about Mogopa. 


Mogopa received wide publicity and caused strong reactions here, especially 
since it came so shortly after the astonishingly good outcome of the referendum. 


Among many Americans, as with this Afrikaner, that outcome roused the expectation 
that the inclination towards change will become visible in more domains. 


Then we had the destruction of Mogopa. This vigorously aided those people 
here who contend that nothing improves in South Africa. 


Candidates who want to get at the administration, out of genuine idealism or in 
pursuit of black votes, are going to be giving us more critical attention in 

the following months. This can have an effect on legislation. The administration 
never has direct authority over Congress. Ina year like this one its influence 
there is even weaker. 


For the government here, there is more at stake than just the election. America's 
international interests are affected whenever it appears that America is frater- 
nizing with South Africa. 


People in Washington can become very nasty about what they see as a tendency by 
South Africa to seize the advantages of constructive engagement, but to remain 
skittish about counterconsiderations which would make the policy more defensible. 


While the Mogopas and black cricket players who are chased off of white trains 
affect ovr credibility here in domestic policy, SWA creates many problems for 
America's foreign relations. 


The Western contract group has come to nothing, so to speak. Only the Americans 
are still saying that the Cubans must get out before a settlement can come. 
The other members accept that the Cubans and SWA are separate matters. 


The fact that America is isolated from its allies in this does not make anyone 
feel better. Increasing doubt is arising about whether South Africa really 
wants to come to a settlement, because no one can see a sign that South Africa 
is creating a situation in SWA in which opponents of SWAPO could have any hope 
of winning an election. 


Formally, South Africa has taken all the necessary sieps. Only the Cubans are 
still delaying the implementation of Resolution 435. America says that they 
must first be thrown out. If a domestic movement of significance is wanting 
for much longer in SWA, if the feeling thus grows ‘that South Africa has finally 
tricked and caught Uncle Sam and is now hiding behind him and is not even doing 
anything, then we can expect much chillier relations with Washington. 


It is America's veto that has continued to protect us from compulsory punitive 


measures in the Security Council. It is unthinkable that America could have 
an administration with more, or even an equal amount of understanding for our 
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problems as this one. But its time is running short. And our time is running 
out to best take advantage of this passing opportunity. 


Here we come to the end of the road. This is my last column; in a few days we 
leave Washington. Next year I am going to be doing other things in Stellenbosch. 


Therefore, goodbye, and thank you for your patience! 


12271 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


NEED FOR CLEARER FOREIGN POLICY 


Pretoria BEELD in Afrikaans 8 Dec 83 p 28 


/Article by Piet Muller: "South Africa Must Take Aim More Clearly"/ 


/Text/ It appears that increasing alienation has arisen between South Africa 
and its primary trade partners in the West. On leaving the office of West 
German Minister of Foreign Affairs Mr Hans-Dietrich Genscher last week, Minister 
Pik Botha commented, "It seems as if we are drawing facts from two different 
sources." 


It need not surprise anyone that Great Britain's "conservative" government is 

increasingly at variance with South Africa. There are in fact fewer and fewer 
things holding the two countries together, aside from their reciprocal trade, 

which Great Britain is obviously eager to expand. 


Great Britain's international status is to a large extent tied in with the role 
of the Commonwealth. It is for Great Britain of fundamental importance that 
the Commonwealth be held together--and most members of that exclusive club 

have never been exactly friendly towards South Africa. 


Angry 


The reason for our variance with West Germany must be sought in SWA. Not only 
does it believe that it has an essential interest in its former colony, but 
SWAPO is viewed in Germany as a strongly Lutheran movement--and the Protestant 
church traditionally plays an important role in the formation of foreign policy 
in Germany. 


In addition, West Germany is angry about what it views as a serious change in 
point of view on the part of South Africa. Last year, it was still under the 
impression that it had an assurance from South Africa that the demand for with- 
drawal of Cuban troops from Angola was not a South African demand, but indeed 
an American one, 


Since then, however, South Africa has wholeheartedly aligned itself with the 
American position because--the Germans believe--this fits the view of the 
armed forces. 











Accusation 


Since the revolution in Portugal, when the rightist colonial rule was overthrown, 
the relationship between South Africa and Portugal has been, to say the least, 
ambiguous. 


On the one hand, Portugal had to maintain good relations with South Africa for 
economic reasons and for the sake of the 500,000 Portuguese living in South 
Africa. On che other hand, it joins Mozambique and Angola in their accusation 
that South AFrica is intentionally trying to destabilize in the region. 


There was also an ironic side to the negotiations that were unexpectedly con- 
ducted about the Cabora Bassa dam in Mozambique. Portugal embarked on “.at 
sinfully expensive scheme at the time because South Africa was prepared to buy 
electricity from it. 


More Expensive 


Portugal has continually been saddled with an enormous international debt which 
it can only repay if South Africa continues to buy electricity. Since then, 
the Mozambique National Resistance /MNR/ has sabotaged the power generator a 
couple of times and brought it to a complete standstill. 


The result is that Portugal has lost millions each year and South Africa has 
had to import more expensive electricity into its network. } 





At the same time, South Africa's Western allies have accused it of supporting 
the actions of the MNR financially and logistically. Thus a case in which 
South Africa's power supply is suspended because of a resistance movement 
supported by South Africa. Diplomats have long been pointing out the incompre- 
hensibility of this, and one may assume that this was openly discussed by 
Miniter Botha and his Portuguese colleague. 


Progress 


The first talk with the Portuguese occasioned an unexpected second visit. The 
result of this is being watched with great interest in diplomatic circles. Not 
only Portugal, but especially America, is eager for South Africa to improve its 
relationship with the two former Portuguese colonies, Angola and Mozambique. 


America believes that it has made great progress in Mozambique and has in fact 
neutralized Russian influence there. This has led to the discussions between 
South Africa and Mozambique which took place at Komatipoort. 


Important discussions on the ministerial level have also taken place between 
South Africa and Angola on Cape Verde Island. In diplomatic circles it is 
believed that the failure of subsequent discussions to materialize must in both 
cases be attributed to the influence of the armed forces. 








Military 


This brings one back to Minister Botha's comment about the two sources of facts. 
Why would South Africa's view of events in southern Africa differ so radically 
from that of its traditional Western friends? In the diplomatic community 

there is, for example, a reasonably general opinion that the information upon 
which South Africa must base its foreign policy is strained through too many 
military filters before it finally gets to those who shape policy, and that that 
is responsible for the differences. 


Here one must keep in mind that of the three most important sources of 
information--namely, the Directorate of National Intelligence, the Security 
Police and Military Information--two of them are military bodies and will only 
naturally have a military view of affairs as well. 


South Africa is increasingly being accused of giving confusing signals about 
its foreign policy; that our neighbors do not always know how to judge our 
actions; that they do not know whether we desire greater cooperation and trade 
or confrontation. 


It appears that South Africa will have to define its aims much more clearly. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


ON CONSERVATIVE PARTY SITUATION FOLLOWING REFERENDUM 
Treurnicht Interview 
Pretoria DIE PATRIOT in Afrikaans 18 Nov 83 p 2 


/Interview with Conservative Party KP leader Dr Andries Treurnicht by Bets 
Botha: "KP Stands on Solid Ground"; date and place not specified/ 


/Text/ DIE PATRIOT: We worked hard, but the no-vote lost. Do you think that 
the English vote was wrongly assessed? 


Dr Treurnicht: Predictions were made on the basis of the expectation that PFP 
/Progressive Federal Party/ supporters would vote no. The elemental lines have 
now been drawn more clearly in that the NP /National Party/, the NRP /New 
Republic Party/ and the PFP voted together. The no-vote was thus against the 
core of the constitution, that is against power sharing and multiracial govern- 
ment. In this respect it is thus easier for us than before to figure who is 
against the constitution. 


D: Why do you think that the no-vote was not larger? 





Dr T: Our own information was lacking, our organization is still young. But 
in addition, the propaganda campaign of the government with all its money, as 
well as the media which were oriented one-sidedly, were such that the people 
who came within their range were in fact lost to us. This means that people 
were one-sidedly, halfway and poorly informed, and I would even go so far as 
to say that they were deceived. The true significance of the constitution was 
never revealed to them. 


Then there was the cc idemnation, especially among Afrikaners, of the PFP campaign 
to pull Chief Buthelezi into white politics. 


The PFP leadership thus claimed that they were going to vote no, but with their 
propaganda campaign they actually promoted the yes-vote. 


DP: If the constitution goes into effect, does the KP still have a role to 
play? 
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Dr T: If this happens, the KP will work within the new system, in the space 
left for a political party, towards enlisting the majority of white support. 


The KP will take over the white House. 


DP: Do you expect that conservative Afrikaners will be able to act together 
in the future? 


Dr T: I definitely think so. I also think that everyone has realized the 
urgency of banding together all conservative Afrikaners and English speakers. 


DP: Will the support of the leftist English speakers influence the NP's 
thinking in the future? 


Dr T: I think that the NP has set out on a course along which it will move 
hesitantly, in view of its political past, but it has nevertheless released the 
brakes and can now move in only one direction, towards integration. 


The NP contends that our policy will lead to revolution. Theirs carries that 
danger. Also, the fact is that they have members of parliament in their ranks 
who accept the accession of the black man into a system with whites. 


DP: In the pro-yes campaign you were personally attacked concerning your 
statement of 10 October. Do you stand by what you said? 


Dr T: I think that such appearances are a double-edged sword, but above all I 

am convinced of the correctness of every sentence I said. No one can challenge 
the truth of it. On the contrary, people from across the whole country expressed 
their appreciation that someone in public life had the courage to talk about 

the kingdom of Christ. Something that really ought to be obvious is now held 
forth by the leftists as a mortal sin and a blemish on politics. 


In contrast to my couple of postulations, however, the attacks were so repre- 
hensible that I think that people did themselves an enormous disservice, because 
everyone his now discovered how spiteful and venemous the leftist forces are. 
Those who pretend to be tolerant people are unfortunately the most intolerant 

of all, and they emitted that diabolical petulance and hatred. On the other 
hand, you don't want to engage in politics from a pulpit. Politics has its own 
binding legality, but the denomination is important because the same man who 
engages in politics also says, 1 believe in Chris as my Savior, and these are 
not two watertight compartments. 


DP: In closing, what is your instruction to every conservative voter? 
Dr T: We have the cause for, but also the responsibility to, our people and 


our descendants, and from that cause and that responsibility comes the cry: 
"We are fighting on and we are fighting to win!" 
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On Ideal South Africa 
Pretoria DIE PATRIOT in Afrikaans 18 Nov 83 p 8 
/Editorial: "New South Africa"/ 


/Text/ The ideal for which the KP /Conservative Party/ is rousing the people 
is that of a new South Africa consisting of free nations of people living on 
their own land next to one another and working together. 


The task for the future demands from us devoted attention and willingness to 
make sacrifices. The longer we delay, the greater becomes the supposed 
impossibility of this. 


The following emobides the guidelines and contents of the task: 


The white man must define his own state and goals. There must be no doubt about 
who and what is a citizen of the white state, and about what the white man 
A ae " 


wants and is going to . The "is," "wants" and "going to do" must of course 
be based on a moral foundation. 


Political participation is necessary, but not entirely. Economic and geographic 
partition and feasibility are also necessary to bolster this. Among other 
things, this demands of the white man that he attend to the intransigence of 

his political individuality and to his independence from foreign labor. 


In the evolution of partition, the nation of people forms the core unit. The 
endeavor by blacks to find fault with South Africa is presently so strong that 
they view their unity as a people as of secondary importance. Science and 
history teach that they cannot persevere in this and that the white man cannot 
count on such a possibility. In the end, unity as a people is decisive and 
we, and especially the youth, must be well-grounded in this with an eye on the 
intellectual confrontation with the black nations which lies ahead. 


It follows from this that the homogeneity of black communities in South Africa 
must be promoted with respect to nationality and citizenship, through job reser- 
vation areas and through the establishment of local government. Specifically, 
the citizens of a certain state must be given preference in a certain area, and 
local government must be accorded to those citizens. 


New urban development (Secunda style), opportune to the political Right, must 
be implemented. 


Conservatives Must Speak Out 


Pretoria DIE PATRIOT in Afrikaans 2 Dec 83 p 8 


/Editorial: "Whites Must Speak Out"/ 


/Text/ One need not be particularly clever, or be a politician, to be able to 
understand this: simple increase the number of people in an area until they 
are in the majority and that area becomes theirs. 
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Dr Eliahu Stern of the Ben Gurion University, who has been working in South 
Africa for a year, has confirmed this postulation with the example of Judea- 
Samaria, which, as he says, was the heart of the Jewish kingdom in biblical 
times; the Jews wanted the area back, but 700,000 Arabs were living there. 


The politicians have not expressly said so, but practically speaking, 140 
Jewish settlements have sprung up there in only 15 years, which has transformed 
the established Arabs into an insignificant minority. People can differ from 
one another about the merits of this matter, but not about the effectiveness 
and finality of it. 


This bit of Jewish history is not exceptional. 


A Caucasian minority long dominated India, but nothing could halt its decline; 
the Chinese supplanted the indigenous populations of Tibet and Mongolia and 
conquered those areas simply by going to live there; colonialism thrived for 

a century, but the Caucasian minorities (and their mixed-blood descendents) 
fel! into disfavor and disappeared; the United States and Canada were conquered 
through settlement upon settlement, and the indigenous populations were reduced 
to powerless minorities on reservations; the list of examples goes on and on. 


That race or people that enjoys a considerable supremacy in numbers ultimately 
owns the land. There is absolutely no chance that the history of the Afrikaner 
and the white man can evolve otherwise unless the conditions are changed under 
which they are today operating. The time to do something, instead of just 
talking, has arrived. We must act to change the conditions. 


In North Transvaal, where the no-vote was at its strongest, the white minority 
is disturbingly small; north of Pretoria, whites constitute only three percent 
of the total population. (One hundred thousand whites live spread out in an 
area in which 3 million nonwhites live, increasing at the rate of 100,000 per 
year.) 


In a society of power sharing and equality, that white minority would be 
insignificant. People who already constitute such a minority will thus be aware 
of their circumstances under the new constitution and of course vote against it. 
The constitution is justly seen by them as a nail in the white man's coffin. 
However, this is not all. 


Under the present administration, the conditions for white survival in almost 
all areas of existence are weakening. The NP /National Party/ ministers' 
obsession with equality has caused an alarming decrease in white growth, while 
nonwhite growth remains at a high level; white depopulation of rural regions 
is taking place, and increasing numbers of blacks are settling permanently in 
virtually every district. 


Not only in North Transvaal, but everywhere, whites have been slowly but surely 
losing their fatherland. On the day that the NP dropped the idea of a white 
country and began to recognize blacks as permanent inhabitants of South Africa, 
the bottom fell out of its policy of separate development. 
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What is the alternative to the present administration's policy of suicide? 

That Afrikaners, if they want to survive, must speak out: get rid of the NP 
administration which has lost the will to govern and to survive, and which is 
now on a course of selling out; then make a final demarcation of boundaries and 
let every nation of people take possession of its land by inhabitating it, 


maintaining it and working it. This is the positive way and the only feasible 
way. 
In the future, DIE PATRIOT will devote itself to this single-mindedly and show 


how even the bad constitution staring us in the face can, in the hands of a 
well-meaning white House, be used towards this goal. 


On Possible Closing of DIE PATRIOT 
Pretoria DIE AFRIKANER in Afrikaans 7 Dec 83 p l 


/Article: "Closing of KP /Conservative Party/ Newspaper Causes Widespread 


Surprise''/ 


/Text/ Political awkwardness on the part of KP leaders is being seen in HNP 
/Reconstituted National Party/ circles as the most important reason that the KP 
had to close its newspaper, DIE PATRIOT, last week. The KP has been left without 
a mouthpiece after the party's leaders were apparently not ready to rescue the 
newspaper from its financial troubles. 


The announcement that DIE PATRIOT is closing caused widespread commotion in press 
and political circles last week. What was especially shocking was the way in 

which the newspaper's staff was summarily fired. Members of the editorial staff 
were unexpectedly informed by telephone that their services were no longer needed. 


Mr Louis Stofberg, managing director of Strydpers, publisher of DIE AFRIKANER, 
said that it is incredible to him that a political party that has only one 
newspaper at its disposal would allow that newspaper to go to ruin overnight. 


"The disappearance of DIE PATRIOT," Mr Stofberg says, "indicates on the one 

hand a serious lack of awareness by the KP leadership of the inexorable demands 
that present-day politics makes on conservatives. It also indicates an inability 
to take drastic steps quickly to preserve the newspaper. Through this, the 
determination of the KP to fight the battle at any cost is put into question. 


"No political party of any importance can continue to survive without a regular 
publication," Mr Stofberg says. 


Mr Chris Hoogendyk, chairman of Conservative Newspapers, which published DIE 
PATRIOT, denied that the newspaper was the official mouthpiece of the KP. The 
KP never contributed to the newspaper's funds. 


According to Mr Hoogendyk, the newspaper has not closed. The staff was too 
great a financial burden, and a restructuring will take place in January. 
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Questioned about why the KP did not come to the aid of DIE PATRIOT, Mr Hoogendyk 
said, "It makes you wonder." However, the KP is still very young, and "has to 
struggle to raise its funds." 


On KP-HNP Struggle 
Bloemfontein DIE VOLKSBLAD in Afrikaans 2 Dec 83 p 14 
/Editorial: "Far Right Mistrust"/ 


/Text/ The depth of the mistrust between the leadership of the Conservative 
Party /KP/ and that of the Reconstructed National Party /HNP/ can once again 
be seen in the most recent reaction to an apparently unsubstantiated report 
that the HNP is going to run two candidates in the Soutpansberg electoral 
district. Dr Andries Treurnicht and Mr Jaap Marais immediately accused one 
another of playing a little game of outmaneuvering which aims to create the 
impression that the other has made the negotiations on cooperation break down. 


This mistrust goes way back, to 1969, when those breaking away to form the HNP 
firmly believed that Dr Treurnicht was one of them and would get out of the NP 
/National Party/ with them. In addition, far rightist politics have been 
blessed with an excess of leaders who each has had his eye on the post that only 
one person can occupy. Thus the unwillingness to merge forces, in spite of the 
attempts by a large part of those forces to achieve more than just an agreement 
on an interim election. 


Although most voters can discern precious little difference in the policies of 

the two far rightist parties, the differences do run quite deep beneath the 
surface. For example, there is the HNP's animosity towards the Broederbond, an 
organization in which Dr Treurnicht is apparently still trying to find a power 
base, and the HNP's demand that the KP disassociate itself from Mr B. J. Vorster's 
policy directions. Sincere cooperation between the KP and the HNP will only 

be possible when a couple of leadership figures are first sacrificed. 
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ZAMBIA 


NATION INSTALLING FINNISH-FINANCED SEISMOGRAPHIC EQUIPMENT 
Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 31 Dec 83 p 5 


[Text] ZAMBIA, with deep underground mine tunnels and man-made Lake Kariba 
has started installing seismograph equipment to detect earthquakes and other 
explosions that might endanger the life of the mines and the lake. 


The K500,000 Finnish-financed project would involve setting up six seismic 
stations in the country. 


Seismic project coordinator Mr Seppo Pirhonen said in Lusaka yesterday that 
the stations would be connected to about 5,000 seismic stations scattered 
around the world. 


He said there were earthquake belts in Zambia connected to the East African 
Rift zone which pass through Ethiopia Kenya and Tanzania. 


The Zambian Government would spend K300,000 on the construction of the sta- 
tions, he said. 


"This is a new development in Zambian geophysics. We are setting up six seis- 
mic stations in the country which will be able to pick up earthquakes and ex- 
plosions and enable us to analyse their location and size. 


Kasempa in the North-Western Province had been chosen as one of the seismic 
Stations because of its meteorological observatory position. 

Mr Pirhonen who has just returned from Kasempa said the first recording was 
Started on the Christmas Day at 19.33 hours. 


"The result is that a small earthquake near Kasempa was recorded on the seis- 
mogram. We were successful to obtain the first local seismic event 
immediately after opening the Kasempa station." 


Other stations will be based in Mansa, Petauke and Lusaka. 


The project had been delayed because of economic problems. But Mr Pirhonen 
assured the nation that work would be completed by 1984. 
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When fully operational, 20 Zambian professionals would be employed. Present- 
ly, three have gone for advanced training courses in Finland. 


They are Mr Joses Kanyanta, an advanced geophysicist, Mr Munang'andu Hatwiko, 
senior meteorological officer and Mrs Monica Namateba, a seismic analyst in 


geological survey. 


The project is being borne out of cooperation between the Ministry of Mines 
Geological Survey Department, Finland and the University of Helsinki. 
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ZAMBIA 


RECOMMENDATIONS OF ZCTU GENERAL COUNCIL MEETING NOTED 
Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 3 Jan 84 p 1 


[Text] THE Government must ensure that free collective bargaining on salaries 
and wages restricted under the ten per cent wage ceiling measures stafts after 
April 30, the Zambia Congress of Trade Unions (ZCTU) general council has 
urged. 


The just-ended general council which met at Kati-lungu House in Kitwe called 
on the Party and its Government to immediately review the price mechanism to 
be in line with the country's socialist principles. 


The meeting noted that the ceiling measure had not brought about the desired 
results of improving the economy. It had in effect contradicted the UNIP man- 
ifesto for the decade 1974 to 1984 which pledged that the Party and its Gov- 
ernment was committed to achieve a living wage for many workers. 


Participants welcomed President Kaunda's personal involvement and assurance on 
the matter and the ZCTU's acceptance of the ten per cent wage ceiling as an 
interim measure up to April 30. 


On price hikes the council expressed concern at the consequences of the decon- 
trol of prices. 


The meeting, which was opened by ZCTU chairman Mr Frederick Chiluba, took note 
of the ever-increasing social problems in the country which had resulted in 
the escalation of crime, especially in urban areas, due to the high cost of 
living. 


It condemned the withdrawal of students' allowances and demanded that the Gov- 
ernment must immediately rescind its decision to avoid any further hardships 
On parents and students. 


The Government was urged to increase student allowances instead of withdrawing 
them. 


The move was incompatible with the philosophy of Humanism and the council re- 


minded authorities that the country's education system was the only panacea to 
Zambia's manpower problems and economic progress. 
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ZAMBIA 


MINISTER SAYS MASSIVE AIRLIFT OF ANGOLAN REFUGEES BEGINNING 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 31 Dec 83 p 5 


MINISTER of Home Affairs Mr Frederick Chomba announced 
vesterday that a massive airlift of more than 2,000 Angolan refu- 
gees who have flooded the North-Western Province will begin 


[Excerpt] 


today. 


The Angolan government is providing the planes for the 
exercisc. The refugees will be flown to Luanda. 


Mr Chomba _ confirmed 
that the refugees who have 
crossed into Zambia at Cha- 
vuma nave been running away 
from their country as a result 
of intensified fighting ‘‘by 
dissidents of Savimbi"’. 

But he could not say how 


long the exercise would 
continue. 
“It will depend on the 


frequency of the flights,’ said 
Mr Chomba. 

He disclosed that Zambian 
and Angolan officials had been 
locked in meetings over the 
situation in the North-Western 
Province. 

Reports from 
indicate that the 


refugees 
(Jonas) 


Savimbi dissidents had 
intensified their activities 
against the government in 
Angola. 


Angolan ambassador to 
Zambia Mr Andrea Miranda 
has declined to comment. 

But reports reaching Cha- 
vuma and _ confirmed by 
refugees indicate that the 
Savimbi forces had virtually 
taken over part of southern 
Angola. 


On Wednesday regional 
immigration officer in North- 
Western Province, Mr Simon 
Sitwala confirmed that there 
were 1,666 refugees at Cha- 
vuma in Zambezi by Sunday. 

Mr Sitwala said the Ministry 
of Home Affairs and the 
United Nations High Com- 
missioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) had been informed 
about the new influx of 
refugees. 
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ZAMBIA 


PAPER COMPILES FIGURES FROM PARIS CLUB RESCHEDULING AGREEMENT 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 4 Jan 84 p 2 


[Article by Sam Ngoma] 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


Z/ MBIA has had about K500 million of her external debt deferred since 
signing a debt resecheduling agreement with the Paris Ciub last May, 
figures compiled by this paper from the rescheduling agreement have 


shown. 

By far the largest 
rescheduled debt is that 
owed to China which has 
deferred the KS5S92.8 
million Tazara loan to 
Zambia and Tanzania. 

Zambia’s obligation in the 
Chinese joan to Tazara is in the 
region of K300 million. 

China Pas as well reschedul- 
ed payment of K13 million 
owed to her by Zambia for the 
Lusaka-Kaoma road for 
another ten years with a five- 
year grace period. 

She has also put off repay- 
ment arrangements — for the 
time being — for three multi- 
million Kwacha projects she 
recently cotnpleted for 
Zambia. 

They are the K7 million 
United Milling Company in 
Chingola, the Mulungushi 
Textiles in Kabwe which cost 
K14 million and the three- 
kilometre Mukuku bridge over 
the Luapula River whose cost 
has been estimated at over 
K 30 million. 

China's rescheduling terms 
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are better than those agreed 
upon between the Zambian 
Government and the Paris 
Club in that whereas the latter 
stipulated that debts only be 
deferred by 90 per cent re- 
quiring payment of the remain- 
ing ten per cent, China agreed 
to reschedule Zambian debts 
by 100 per cent. 

The K84 million reschedul- 
ing agreement Zambia signed 
with Britain on December 30, 
1983 is the second largest sum 
of deferred debts. 

The total debt to Britain to 
be finally rescheduled under 
Paris Club terms will only be 
known when two. other 
rescheduling agreements now 
being negotiated are conclud- 
ed. 

Still on the cards is one 
agreement involving Zambian 
debis direct to the British 
government and anotther sum 
of debts owed to British finan- 
cial institutions. 

Late last December the 
United States consolidated and 
rescheduled payment of debts 
amounting to K47 million to 
Zambia. 
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In the same month Belgium 
rescheduled about K6.4 mil- 
lion Zambian debts arising 
from commercial contracts 
and financial credits. 

The rescheduling accord was 
signed in Brussels between 
Zambian representatives and 
the Belgian government on 
December 1. 

The K6.4 million will now be 
repaid over a period Starting 
in December 1983 and ending 
in June 1988. 

Payment of K21 million Zam- 
bia owes to Japan has been 
deferred under an agreement 
signed in Lusaka between re- 
presentatives of the two 
governments. 

The Soviet Union had 
agreed in principle to resche- 
dule Zambia’s total debt to her 
‘Yon more favourable terms 
than those offered by the Paris 
Club.’ 

The rescheduling of Zambian 
debts comes in the wake of the 
agreement signed by the then 
Minister of Finance Mr Nalu- 
mino Mundia with the Paris 
Club last May. 











ZAMBIA 


NIGERIAN JUNTA LEADER ADVISED TO RETURN TO BARRACKS 
Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 3 Jan 84 p l 
[Editorial] 


[Text] AFRICA has been put to shame once again. Soldiers have removed a 
twice popularly elected government in Nigeria accusing President Shehu Shagari 
of "ineptitude and corruption" in the management of the nation's economy. 


It is the tragedy of Africa that the military usurp power, promise to improve 
the situation but, alas, fail dismally and have things in a shambles. 


Where in Africa has a military regime been a model of excellence or even of 
national progress? Military take-overs have, in the majority of cases, 
brought misery and suffering to the people they initially claim to redeem. 


Surely the uprising against Shagari is as regrettable as it is unfortunate. 
Here is a man who was voted into power in 1979 after the country's 13 years 
under military rule and who last August scored another victory trying to put 
the pieces together being forcibly chucked out against the wishes of the 
people. 


The reasons advanced so far against Shagari are not convincing for the army 
men to have taken the action. 


The economic decline in Nigeria in recent months is certainly not the fault of 
the government. There are a combination of factors local and international, 
the majority of which are beyond the control of the Shagari administration, 
which have led to the recession--and Nigeria is not alone in the quagmire. 


Nigeria, which depends for its foreign revenue on oil exports, is a member of 
OPEC and it is that organisation which has restricted production and which 
sets prices resulting in the West African state losing revenue. 


Since Shagari came to power we have watched Nigeria asserting herself once 
more as not only the most populous African state but as an important contrib- 
utor to the effort for liberation and a better world. 











Perhaps it is too early to judge the coming junta (which we understand is com- 
posed of soldiers who handed over power in 1979) but the coup is quite a 
setback. 


The period 1979-83 cannot be said to be a bad one for Nigeria; if anything 
this is the time the country has been run well since Johnson Ironsi started 
the series of coups and counter-coups in January 1966. 


What will Major-General Mohammed Buhari offer better than the civilian gov- 
ernment of Shagari? 


Our advice is for him not to go to excesses trying to please anybody by using 
his gun to liquidate those who were with Shagari. We know that because power 
is sweet it may corrupt him faster and much more than the civilians he has 
ousted. 


He should not exterminate them on the pretext of trumped up sins of commis- 
sion, corruption or amassing wealth illegally. 


Gen Buhari is better advised to return to the barracks as soon as possible so 
that Nigeria is not thrown into unnecessary turmoil. 
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ZAMBIA 


ZECCO EXECUTIVE SAYS COMPANY TO REVAMP OPERATIONS 
Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 3 Jan 84 p 1 
[Article by Mike Ngoma] 


[Excerpt] THE Zambia Engineering and Contracting Company (ZECCO) which has 
been in economic limbo for some time has spelt out measures to revamp opera- 
tions and restore its battered image. 


ZECCO acting chief executive Mr Thobbie Chintu said in an interview in Lusaka 
that a new interim board of directors has been appointed. 


Current liabilities arising from the Energoprojekt which should have been set- 
tled on demand had now been converted into a long-term loan, he said. 


In anticipation of the release of the K4.5 million allocated to ZECCO in gov- 
ernment supplementary estimates, Zimco to which it is a subsidiary, ha! pro- 
vided bringing finance in the same amount to the company. 


The K4.5 million constituted the first drawing of funds from local financial 
institutions and would enable ZECCO to accelerate the progress of on-going 
contracts and settle its dues to various creditors and restore the company's 
credit worthiness. 


The money would also enable Zecco to meet some of the most immediate capital 
requirements and retain the confidence of its employees by paying their 
salaries and wages on schedule. 


Mr Chintu said in a bid to re-establish the company, Zecco had recruited key 
technical staff and expected to have a full complement of specialist personnel 
early in the New Year. 


A more effective communication system between management and the workers had 
been introduced resulting in harmony, improved discipline and motivation to- 
wards the realisation of explicit goals. 


Some new equipment had been acquired to replace obsolete and unserviceable 
capital goods with a view tc improving the operations of the company. 
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"In addition personnel management will be administered strictly within the 
Zimco disciplinary code", he said. 


The ultimate objective of management was to run the company on commercial 
lines and impose sanctions against erring employees. 


On pilfering, over-staffing and misappropriation of funds which had led to the 
collapse of the company, Mr Chintu said some internal control systems had been 
introduced and implemented to "curb these evils". 


"An internal audit and systems department is being established to ensure im- 
plementation of internal control and suggest improvements in the existing 
systems and design new effective measures.” 


Zecco was determined to pay the tax department more than K4 million in Pay As 
You Earn (PAYE) arrears. Current liabilities were being discharged normally 
while the payment of tax arrears was under negotiation with the relevant 
authorities. 


Mr Chintu said there were prospects of the company securing major contracts 
which should keep the 1,500 workforce in full employment. 


He added that all senior technical positions which had been advertised in the 
local Press and overseas had been filled but refused to comment on officers 
understood to have been re-directed to Zambia National Holdings. 


"T have no comment to make as there is no record in Zecco to show that some 
officers have been re-directed to National Holdings" 
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ZAMBIA 


UK RESCHEDULES PART OF NATION'S DEBTS, TWO AGREEMENTS TO FOLLOW 
Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 31 Dec 83 p l 


[Text] BRITAIN has rescheduled about K84 million worth of debts owed to her 
by Zambia. 


The signing agreement ceremony yesterday was the first part of a series of 
debts owed by Zambia to the British government and commercial institutions 
lined up for rescheduling. 


Minister of Finance Mr Luke Mwananshiku said the K84 million was owed by 
Zambia to the British government department responsible for loans to Third 
World countries. 


He said two other rescheduling agreements would follow soon concerning loans 
which Zambia secured from institutions directly or indirectly under the 
British government. 


The second agreement would deal with loans secured directly from the British 
government. 


The third one would relate to Zambian debts owed to British commercial banks. 


"We hope the remaining problems which have delayed the signing of the two 
remaining agreements will be resolved soon," Mr Mwananshiku said. 


Aithough Zambia was facing great economic problems the Party and its Govern- 
ment was determined to overcome them. 


"So we hope Her Majesty's government will continue supporting us in our ef- 
forts to restructure the economy." 


Zambia appreciated the co-operation she had enjoyed from Britain since 
Independence. 


British high commissioner to Zambia Mr John Johnson who signed for his govern- 
ment said London admired the bold steps Zambia was taking to revive her 
economy. 
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The restructuring process called for some sacrifices by Zambians and it took a 
lot of determination by the Government to see them through. 


Britain would like to see the Zambian economy flourishing and to this end 
would support the measures the Government was taking. 
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ZAMBIA 


ZCTU CHAIRMAN CHILUBA STRONGLY ATTACKS ZFE 
Lusaka DAILY MAIL in English 31 Dec 83 pl 


[Text] THE ZAMBIA Congress of Trade Unions [ZCTU] yesterday strongly attacked 
the Zambia Federation of Employers [AFE] and called it a 'shame' for failing 
to stand up to the government to protest against the escalation of prices. 


ZCTU Chairman-General, Frederick Chiluba charged in Kitwe that ZFE was partly 
to blame for the soaring prices because it had suspiciously kept a low profile 
on the issue of prices and at times supported the government without giving 
convincing reasons. 


Officially opening the ZCTU General Council meeting which was for the first 
time attended by student leaders, Mr Chiluba said the labour movement was 
baffled by the pedestrian stand taken by the Zambia Federation of Empioyers on 
the issue of prices. 


"There is a bad contrast between Prices and Incomes in Zambia but instead of 
the Zambia Federation of Employers as workers’ representatives protesting to 
the government against the escalation of prices, they have chosen to keep 
quiet and at times support the government. Who are ZFE representing?" Mr 
Chiluba asked. 


He said it was sad that the Federation of Employers had become a government 
mouthpiece for defending the soaring prices, adding that the labour movement 
strongly condemned the stand taken by the Federation. 


He told representatives of 18 affiliated trade unions who attended the General 
Council meeting that as a result of the stand taken by the ZFE on the govern- 
ment's Incomes and Prices policy, the ZCTU had now been left alone to tackle 
the critical issue of rising prices. 


"The worker in Zambia is being called upon to shoulder too much for himself 
that one wonders what is the essence of a Federation of Employment and to make 
Matters worse, the UNIP government which preaches socialism now seems to have 
abandoned socialism," Mr Chiluba said. 


The ZCTU chief said the labour movement held the government responsible for 
the complications in the pricing and incomes structure despite the world eco- 
nomic situation because it lacked foresight on how to deal with the problem. 
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"The government should have allowed an upward movement of prices steadily and 
slowly sometime back and this could have allowed incomes to follow slowly. 
But the government waited for too long," he added. 


He declared that time had now come for the government to come up with decisive 
measures to rescue the common man from further hardships because people had 
tightened their belts enough and can pull no longer. 


"I do not know if anyone can guess whether the common man will be allowed to 
live commonly anymore. The common man is now being asked to stand up and be 
counted among those who not only receive salaries but allowances as well to 
augment and compliment life. This is not fair,'' Mr Chiluba said. 


The ZCTU chairman also called for the immediate restoration of student allow- 
ances withdrawn by the government last month adding that the money which was 
paid to students was from tax-payers who are fathers and mothers. 


He said it was not fair to deny children in institutions of learning allow- 
ances because the money given to them was taxed from their parents' salaries 
and did not come from the government as a donation. 


He said the problem of alliwances for students was not for the university to 
solve but was a national issue and the majority of tax-payers were against the 
government's decision to discontinue allowances. 


"We tell the government that as tax-payers we want allowances to continue 
flowing to our children. In fact the allowances, once restored, should be in- 
creased to enable the students afford the basic necessities whose prices are 
rising everyday," Mr Chiluba said. 


He said it would be placing too much burden on the shoulders of the common man 
to let him pay higi: prices and allowances for his studying offsprings because 
the tightening of belts was already piercing people like swords. 


Mr Chiluba whose speech drew loud applauses from his audience also attacked 
some leaders who have been advocating for the abolition of Presidential 
elections. 


He said he felt sorry for people advocating the abolition of Presidential 
elections as sign of loyality to the leadership because even President Kaunda 
himself had always made himself available to the people to seek a mandate when 
his term of office expires. 


He said some of the leaders uttered such statements because they did not have 
political culture, adding that they were dangerous misfits who must be ignored 
and were the same people who praised a leader while still in the system but 
condemned him when he left the system. 
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ZAMBIA 


NMC ANNOUNCES LOCAL, IMPORTED RICE PRICE INCREASES 
Lusaka DAILY MAIL in English 30 Dec 83 p 1 


[Text] NATIONAL Milling Company (NMC) has increased the price of imported 
rice by 93n per 2-1/2kg pocket with immediate effect and fixed the price of 
locally produced rice at K2.50 per similar pocket. 


According to the new price, a 2-1/2kg pocket of imported rice which previously 
cost K2.27 is now selling at K3.20. 


The wholesale price of imported rice has been increased from K20.95 to K29.20 
for 10 pockets of the 2-1/2kg while the same quantity of locally produced rice 
has been fixed at K22.80. 


Wholesale price of the 60 kg pocket of imported rice has been increased from 
K46.34 to K65.45 while a similar pocket of locally produced rice has been 
fixed at K45.60. 


Last week there was confusion on the price of both imported and locally pro- 
duced rice resulting into some state shops selling the same commodities at 
different prices. 


The price increase of imported rice comes barely three weeks after another 
parastatal, ROP hiked the prices of cooking oil and other products. 


Indeco Director for Personnel and Public Relations, Mr Michael Mulenga said 
yesterday that it had become necessary for NMC to increase the price of rice 
because the producer price of the commodity had been increased from 92n to 
K1.30 per kilogramme. 


Mr Mulenga said that NMC had been requested to buy locally produced rice which 
was more expensive than imported rice. 


"The locally produced rice is selling at K1.30 per kg instead of 92n per kg," 
he said. The prices of other NMC products remain the same. 


Mr Mulenga said the price of rice could not be static because it depended on 


the cost NMC paid to the producer, "but we make it a point to look for cheaper 
sources by sending inguiries to many producers all over the world. 
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ZAMBIA 


BRIEFS 


CAMPAIGN AGAINST EXPLOILTATION--PRESIDENT Kaunda has declared an all-out cam- 
paign against price sharks including marketeers whom he said were involved in 
over-charging on essential consumer goods. The Party was determined to bring 
the prices of commodities down and the President promised he would personally 
lead a team of top Party officials on an inspection of markets in Lusaka to 
see whether Government agencies such as the Zambia National Service and the 
prisons department were supplying commodities to markets. Speaking when he 
renewed his UNIP membership for 1984 on Sunday at State House, Dr Kaunda said 
all Party leaders must be involved in the fight against exploitation. "We 
shall want to go around the markets, and see what is happening there and see 
how the Zambia National Service, the prisons and the district councils have 
gone about setting up selling points to which we had agreed upon," said Presi- 
dent Kaunda. He told the audience which included Party Secretary-General 
Mulemba, Prime Minister Mundia and several top ranking Party and Government 
officials that the Party would during the New Year intensify its fight against 
exploitation. [Excerpt] [Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 3 Jan 84 p 1] 


FAO TRANSPORT HELP PRAISED--MINISTER of Cooperatives Mr Justin Mukando has 
paid tribute to the Food and Agriculture Organisatoin (FAO) for its help to 
Zambia especially in transport. Mr Mukando said as a result of FAO's donation 
of trucks during the last marketing season provincial marketing cooperative 
unions managed to transport the produce from remote areas to safe storage 
depots. The minister was speaking in his office yesterday when outgoing FAO 
representative Mr Hackman Owosu-Agyemang paid a courtesy call on him to bid 
him farewell. Mr Mukando said the vehicles would go a long way in improving 
the living standards of the peasants whose produce was now assured to reach 
the market. Mr Owu-Agyemang said he hoped FAO would co. tinue playing its 
vital role in the development of Zambia. He told Mr Mukando, who was flanked 
by his permanent secretary Mr Yuyi Libakeni arrangements were being made for a 
smooth hand-over of vehicles from the Ministry of Agriculture and Water Devel- 
Opment to that of Co-operatives. [Text] [Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 

5 Jan 8&4 p 2] 


MULEMBA HAILS NETHERLANDS AID--PARTY Secretary-General Mulemba has hailed 
Holland's aid policy to the Third World and in particular its actual help to 
Zambia especially in agriculture. Mr Mulemba was speaking in his office yes- 
terday when TheNetherlands charge d'affaires Mr R. J. Houturn paid a courtesy 
call on him. He commended The Netherlands for her firm policy against South 
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Africa's oppressive system of apartheid. Mr Mulemba said apartheid had tried 
to commit aggressive acts outside South Africa by attempting to destabilise 
Frontline states. He was happy to note that The Netherlands had solidly ad- 
hered to its commitment to suppor: liberation movements in Southern Africa. 
In reply, Mr Houturn said he looked forward to his country's close working 
relations with Zambia in various development projects especially in agricul- 
ture to contribute to Zambia's economic recovery. [Excerpt] [Lusaka TIMES OF 
ZAMBIA in English 31 Dec 83 p 5] 


WORK ON MWEMBSEHI STATE FARM--WORK on the Mwembeshi State Farm has begun and 
so far 400 hectares have been ploughed, a report of the provincial committee 
to the Lusaka Province council has said. It is hoped that maize, sunflower 
and cotton will be grown on the ploughed land thi season. The three crops to 
be planted are only to keep the ploughed land under production while awaiting 
the arrival of an agricultural team from Agro Compleckt in Bulgaria. The 
Bulgarians are expected in Zambia in the New Year and it is hoped that they 
will start their work soon after. But this will only be after the contract 
programme of operation is signed. The report says as of now there was little 
communication on Agro Compleckt's arrival and their subsequent intentions. 
[Excerpt] [Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 31 Dec 83 p 5] 


STUDENT ALLOWANCES--THE Government has rescinded its decision to withdraw stu- 
dent allowances in all institutions of higher learning with immediate effect, 
permanent secretary for Higher Education Mr Kalvin Skiazwe confirmed in Lusaka 
yesterday. Mr Sikazwe said the allowances would stay but he would not give 
further details. The decision was reached during a meeting between the stu- 
dent leaders and the Minister of Higher Education Mr Rajah Kunda. Student 
leaders are expected to make an announcement soon. Mr Kunda announced the 
withdrawal last month. There was an outcry by individuals and organisations 
including the Zambia Congress of Trade Unions (ZCTU) calling on the Party and 
its Government to rescind the decision. Students held "war councils" to map 
out a strategy to fight the Government move. They had alleged that the 
Government had taken the decision on the instructions of the International 
Monetary Fund [IMF]. [Text] [Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 5 Jan 84 p 1] 
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ZIMBABWE 


DELEGATIONS MEET TO DISCUSS BEIRA-UNTALI PIPELINE 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 18 Dec 83 p 16 


[Text] Maputo--High-level delegations from Mozambique and Zimbabwe met in 
the city of Beira in the heart of Mozambique on Thursday. The main subiect 
discussed at the meeting was the Beira-Zimbabwe, also known as the Beira- 
Untali, pipeline. The delegation from Mozambique was headed by Minister of 
Finance Rui Baltazar dos Santos Alves, and it included Minister of Ports, 
Railways and Merchant Marine Luis Maria Alcantara Santos and Minister of 
Industry and Power Antonio Lima Rodrigues Branco. 


The delegation from Zimbabwe was headed by Minister of Industry and Energy 
Development Simbi Makoni, and it included Minister of Finance, Economic 
Planning and Development Bernard Chidzero and Minister of Transport and Power 
Farai Massango. 


High officials in the ministries represented in the talks, including offi- 
cials from oil enterprises in the two countries, were also present. 


Speaking at the beginning of the talks, Marcelino dos Santos, a member of the 
political bureau of the FRELIMO Party, who is the official responsible for 
the province of Sofala, said that “we are in a situation in which the south- 
ern African countries are the target of imperialist aggression, and therefore 
all our efforts in various sectors are constantly oriented toward strengthen- 
ing our capacity for action against these attacks. 


“When we speak of our development, we mean that we want to continue to defend 
what we have built, the heritage of our peoples,” this Mozambican government 
leader added. 


A source close to the participants in the meeting told the newspaper NOTICIAS 
that the assessment of the pipeline operation was "positive." 


In statements to the media, Rui Baltazar Alves expressed the view that the 
talks took place in the atmosphere of friendship and brotherhood “which has 
always characterized the relations between the two countries, and the goals 
were achieved.” 
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